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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
Welcome to MISTRO Farm 5 and MISTRO Lite! 
 
MISTRO Farm 5 and MISTRO Lite are easy-to-use dairy farm recording 
systems that enables you to keep track of herd, feed, health, irrigation, and 
farm management records. The programs have been specially designed for 
use by dairyfarmers.  It‟s a system that you can use in several ways on your 
farm to help with a range of tasks from managing calving to documenting your 
antibiotic and other animal treatments. 
 
MISTRO Lite is a “cut down” version of the full MISTRO Farm 5 program and 
is perfect for data entry and limited reporting, 
 
Here are some of the tasks that MISTRO Farm 5 and MISTRO Lite can help 
you with.  The entries in bold type are the ones which are available in both 
MISTRO Farm 5 and MISTRO Lite: 
 
Farm management 

 Maintain records of when paddocks are grazed to identify your best and 
poorest paddocks. 

 Calculate and monitor water use efficiency on irrigated farms so that you 
can make the most of this valuable resource. 

 Record when paddocks are treated with chemicals to provide your farm 
with its own quality assurance program. 

 Track fertiliser applications at a farm or paddock level so that you can 
maximise pasture growth. 

 
Herd production and supplementary feeding. 

 Record and monitor factory milk production so that you can compare 
performance between seasons. 

 Document what is fed to all classes of stock so you can keep track of 
where your supplementary feed is going. 

 Calculate the dry matter consumption of supplementary feed for different 
stock classes at different times so you can improve your supplementary 
feeding decisions. 

 
Animal records 

 Track all mating, health, and production information for individual 
cows. 

 Generate custom-made lists of cows to assist at calving, mating, culling, 
and drying- off. Get the information you need quickly and easily at these 
important times of the year. 

 Transfer data electronically to and from your herd test centre to avoid 
duplication of data entry. 

 Obtain full access to your herd recording information for analysis on 
your own computer so that you can clearly identify your best and 
worst performing cows. 
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 Gain access to breeding value information on bulls to assist in planning 
your mating program. 

 Record all treatment records and monitor withholding periods. 
 
We will continue to strive to make MISTRO Farm 5 and MISTRO Lite 
essential adjuncts to your dairy business by keeping them relevant and up to 
date as technology develops. 
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2. INSTALLING MISTRO FARM 5 & MISTRO LITE 
 

2.1 Installation 

 
MISTRO Farm 5 or MISTRO Lite require an IBM compatible computer 
with the following minimum specifications: 

  Windows 98 or later 
  Pentium II processor or better 
  128 Mb of RAM 
  500 megabytes of free disc space (if installing all products) 

 

2.1.1 Setting screen resolution. 

 
MISTRO Farm 5 and MISTRO Lite have been designed to use a 
screen resolution of at least 1024 x 768 pixels with normal fonts. You 
will obtain best results using this screen resolution or higher.   
 
To set your screen resolution, right mouse click anywhere on your 
desktop then click Properties. When the screen opens, click on the 
Settings tab.  
 
Move the slider in the screen resolution area until it is 1024 by 768. If 
you are unable to do this, you probably don‟t have the correct Windows 
drivers loaded and you need to consult your hardware technician. 
 
When you click OK, you will be given some instructions and asked if 
you wish to proceed. You will then have to answer Yes when asked to 
use the new screen settings. 
 
Once you have set the screen resolution, you are ready to proceed with 
the installation.
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2.1.2 Installing MISTRO Farm 5 and MISTRO Lite. 

 
To install MISTRO Farm 5 or MISTRO Lite on your computer, follow 
these steps: 

 

 Insert the MISTRO installation CD in the CD drive. (If the CD does 
not auto-start, go to My Computer and select your CD drive (usually 
D drive) & double click on the install icon on the CD). 

 An installation program will automatically start after a few seconds. 

 This program offers you a choice of many of the MISTRO programs 
that are available. Click on the MISTRO Farm 5 icon.  This will 
automatically install MISTRO Farm 5 and MISTRO Lite. 

 Once the program is installed, return to the install window and select 
the „Tutorials‟ button to install the tutorials onto your hard drive. If 
you do not have sufficient disc space then you will be able to run the 
tutorials off the CD. 

 Once installed, close the install screen and open the program from 
your desk top. A new Mistro Farm5 icon will have been installed on 
your desk top. 

 Select Australia as country of use. 

 If upgrading from MISTRO Farm 4 you should then be asked 
whether you wish to load data from an existing herd, select „yes‟ and 

Figure 1 Setting the correct screen resolution. 

Slide this bar 

to get 1024 

by 768 

resolution. 
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the program will begin importing all the data from version 4. The 
herd should now load. 

 If installing as a demonstration version when prompted to import 
data from an existing herd select „no‟ and then select „yes‟ to the 
„demonstration herd‟ option and import. 

 The program has a manual in .pdf format that can be installed and 
read or printed off. To view the manual click on the manual icon next 
to the Farm 5 icon on the installation program. 

 The program also contains an „assistant‟ that will give you access to 
a comprehensive list of tutorial videos.  These videos guide you step 
by step through most of the common procedures and functions 
available in the program. 
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2.1.3 Running MISTRO for the first time. 

 
When MISTRO runs for the first time, there will be no data available. 
The first box to appear asks whether the program will be used in 
Australia or New Zealand. Click on the button you require.  
 
The MISTRO Farm 5 database will be blank when you first run the 
program. If you are a client of a herd testing centre you will either 
receive a data disc that can be imported, or your data will be placed on 
the MISTRO server and your program can automatically import it via 
the internet. If you are planning to operate MISTRO Farm 5 
independently of a herd test centre you should contact the MISTRO 
help line on 1800 451 451 and we will provide you with a MISTRO 
Farm 5 data startup file.  This file will contain all of your bull and drug 
data as well as one dummy cow record which can later be deleted once 
you have entered some cow records of your own.  Your first step in 
getting started should be to import your startup file. (See the section on 
importing data from your herd test centre – page 29). The program will 
ask for the location of your data, by opening a dialog that allows you to 
select a file. You will usually need to set the “Look in” box to drive D:, 
and then select the file on the disc that will usually be your herd 
identifier with a zip on the end. For example, 703243.ZIP or JVVR.ZIP 
 
Having installed your data, exit the program and start it up again. When 
you restart your program, you will be asked to enter some system set 
up variables (see page 27). Enter the details provided by your herd test 
centre, or type in a database identity number of 101 for demonstration 
purposes. Also ensure that you set the preferred dry period for your 
herd, and select your herd‟s identity in the field labelled “Default herd 
ID”.  
 
NOTE: 
 
Data entered into demonstration programs with a database 
identity number of 101 will be lost if you decide to register the 
program, and will need to be re-entered. Only enter as much data 
into a demonstration program as needed for you to decide if the 
package is what you are after. 
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2.2 MISTRO Registration 

 
MISTRO Farm 5 and MISTRO Lite will only run for a limited time 
following installation. To obtain unlimited use of the program you must 
register the package. When you first run MISTRO Farm 5 or MISTRO 
Lite you will see the Register button on your Favourites toolbar.  To 
register the program either click on this button or click File on your main 
menu and then choose Register.  The following form will then appear. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To register the program you must agree with the terms and conditions 
of registration. Check the I agree button and then press Next.   
 
You will then be presented with the registration screen. 
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There are two ways to complete your MISTRO Farm 5 or MISTRO Lite 
registration. 
 
Type in the name you want to use as the registered user and complete 
phone and address details. 
 
You must select either MISTRO Farm 5 or MISTRO Lite as the 
program you wish to register. 
 
You must then select a herd test centre. 
 
If you are not currently herd testing, select the centre you would use if 
you started herd testing. 
 
The database ID number is provided by your centre when you register 
MISTRO Farm so this does not need to be entered at this stage. 
 
If you are registering MISTRO Farm 5 or MISTRO Lite, you must also 
nominate the herds you wish to load in the program. 
 
Type in the numbers of your herds, separated by a comma. 
 
Once you have filled out all of the details, press the “Print” button to 
print out a copy of the registration form.  You will then need to fax this 
form to the MISTRO Registration Desk at 5147 2993. 
 
The other way to process your registration is to fill out all of the fields 
as detailed above, connect to the internet and press the “Register” 
button.  Your registration will then be sent electronically to the MISTRO 
Registration Desk for processing. 
 
The registration procedure will set your program up to transfer data 
automatically for the herds you have chosen. 
 
MISTRO will check your registration request via the internet each time 
you start the program. 
 
You can also electronically request registration for MISTRO Pocket, 
MISTRO Shed and MISTRO Wand from within the MISTRO Farm 5 
registration screen.  If you have already filled in your details simply 
press the “Register” button next to the option you wish to register and 
your request will be sent off via your internet connection. 
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3 GENERAL DESCRIPTION AND SCREEN LAYOUT. 
 

The following screen appears when you run MISTRO Farm 5. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
You access different areas of the program by clicking a menu button. 
Menu buttons can be accessed either through your main menu, or 
through your Favourites and Report toolbars.  
 
For MISTRO Lite users, any buttons that are “greyed out” and 
unclickable are only available in MISTRO Farm 5.  If you wish to see 
how these functions work you have the ability to run MISTRO Farm 5 in 
demonstration mode.  To do this click the “Demo Farm 5” button on the 
Favourites Toolbar.  You are able to use the Demo Farm 5 function 10 
times only.  After this if you wish to use MISTRO Farm 5 you will need 
to register this version of the program. 
 
The menu bar at the top of the screen is your main link to all of the 
functions of MISTRO Farm 5. You open a menu and make a selection 
by clicking the left mouse button on the desired entry.  Any options 
within the main menu of MISTRO Farm 5 can be added to your 
Favourites toolbar to make access easier. 
 

Main menu Favourites toolbar Filter toolbar 

 

Window menu 

 

Desktop 
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When you select the part of the program you require, the desktop area 
will be filled by another form that displays information or accepts data 
input. 
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4 FAVOURITES TOOLBAR 
 
Your Favourites Toolbar runs directly under your Main Menu and gives 
you the opportunity to create a toolbar with shortcuts to the areas of 
MISTRO Farm 5 which you use the most.   

 
You can add and delete items from your Favourites Toolbar by clicking 
the drop down arrow to the far right of the toolbar and then clicking Add 
or Remove Buttons. 
 
To add an option to the toolbar click on it.  A tick will appear next to it, 
and it will now be displayed on your toolbar. 
 
To remove an option from your toolbar click on an option that currently 
has a tick next to it.  The tick will be removed, and the option removed 
from your toolbar. 
 
Moving your mouse over the downward pointing arrow at the bottom of 
the list will display more options. 

Click this drop down 
arrow to display your 
choices 
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5 FILTER TOOLBAR 
 
The filter toolbar is displayed directly under the Favourites Toolbar and 
provides you with options on how you can filter the cows that are 
displayed on your screen in your Cow List (See 6.2) 

 
Clicking in the large white box next to ID and typing in a cow number 
will move the record pointer to that particular cow. 
 
Clicking on the drop down arrow next to “Search on” will allow you to 
search your cow list by a number of different fields.  Just click on the 
field you wish to search by. 
 
Removing the tick from the box next to Herd will display cows from any 
herds that are contained on your database.  With this box ticked only 
cows from the herd appearing in the “Herd” box will be displayed. 
 
Clicking on the drop down arrow next to Herd will enable you to display 
the cows in the herd number you choose. 
 
Clicking the drop down arrow next to Herd Group will enable you to 
filter your Cow List to only display those cows in the Herd Group you 
choose. 
 
Clicking the drop down arrow next to category will enable you to filter 
your Cow List to only display those cows in the category you choose. 
 
The No: is the number of cows currently displayed in the Cow List. 
 
The Filter Toolbar changes depending which part of MISTRO Farm 5 is 
currently open.  If your Bull List is open the Filter Toolbar will look like 
this: 

 
There are options in this Filter Toolbar for filtering by “Search bulls on”, 
“Herd”, “Just herd bulls” tickbox, and “Bull Category”. 
 
There are also other filters within the program based on whichever area 
you have currently open.  All of these Filter Toolbars work in much the 
same way as the ones described above. 
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5.1 Nominating which herd you wish to use. 

 
Many herds contain cows that have their mothers or grandmothers 
located in other herds. One of MISTRO Farm 5‟s main tasks is to 
maintain pedigree information for all cows in your herd. To do this, it 
must maintain records for these animals in other herds. For this reason, 
there will usually be more than one herd identifier loaded into your 
database.  
 
Most of the time, you will only be interested in the cows within one 
herd, and this is identified by your herd‟s code or number. When you 
open the “Females” view, the herd mask should be set to your herd‟s 
identity. If it is not, you should nominate your preferred herd ID using 
the Setup utility (see page Error! Bookmark not defined.).  
 
You can select an alternative herd to work with in two ways. You can 
type the ID you require into the herd mask box, or you can click on the 
small arrow to the right of the box to display a list of herds currently 
loaded on the system. Then click on the herd ID you wish to use. This 
will be an important task for operators who wish to maintain records of 
two herds on their system.  
 
In some circumstances you may wish to view all the females loaded on 
your database. In this situation, you should clear the herd mask by 
clicking in the box and then pressing the delete button to clear the field. 
This will remove any limit to a particular herd ID. 

5.2 Deciding on a search field (Search on) 

 
Most operators use the herd recording number of the cow to identify 
individual animals. MISTRO will select the Recording # as the preferred 
identifier to work with. If you wish to use another type of identifier, click 
the arrow at the right of the Search on box to reveal a list of options. 
You may locate an animal using any of the following identifiers. 
 

 Herd recording number – eg 1926 

 A preferred identity or short name – eg 926 or DAISY 

 Registered name – eg GLENTHOMSON DAISY III 

 National ID – eg The Australian national ID of 29901234 

 Other ID – eg an old freeze brand 

 Electronic ID – the transponder number for the cow. 

 Herd book number – the stud‟s herd book identification number 

 NLIS ID – the number on the NLIS tag eg 3WLFA003ABC00341 
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5.3 Limiting your search to particular groups of animals (Scope) 

 
You can reduce the chance of making data entry errors by limiting the 
scope of animals you wish to work with. For example, if you are drying 
cows off, you will not be interested in anything but the milking herd. 
You will therefore reduce the possibility for errors if you limit the scope 
of data entry to just the milking cows.  
 
Setting the scope appropriately also makes it much easier to check 
information on a particular group of cows.  
 
The program selects Current when you first open it. You can modify 
the selected scope by clicking on the small arrow to the right of the 
Scope box. This will reveal a range of options that includes: 
 
Current All females that are currently alive and running in your herd. 

Animals that have been sold or transferred to other herds are 
excluded from current operations. This is the option that is 
usually used when you are looking up information on 
individual cows. 

  
Milkers All females that are currently in milk. This option should be 

selected when you are entering information where only 
milkers need to be considered. For example, when drying off 
or selling cull cows directly from the herd. 

 
Dries All adult cows (have milked for at least one lactation) that are 

currently dry. You would select this scope when entering 
treatments that are used during the dry period.  

 
Dries & Milkers  

View all the current adult cows in the herd, whether milking or 
dry. This is useful when you want to check total numbers 
during the later part of the season when some cows are 
milking and some are dry. 

 
Dries & Heifers  

Adult dry cows and heifers that are more than 14 months of 
age. You would select this scope when entering calving dates. 
These are the animals that can potentially calve in the next 12 
months. 

 
Yet to calve All animals that have never yet calved.  
 
Not on heat All cows with a calving date that have not yet been 

detected on heat. You would select this scope when checking 
what treatments have been given to your non-cycling cows. 
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Due on heat All cows with a heat/service recorded 18-24 days 
previously.  

 
Not served All cows with a calving date that have not yet been 

served. 
 
Due to calve All cows that are due to calve based on a positive 

pregnancy diagnosis or a non return to heat following a 
recorded service. 

 
Calves, heifers, 2 year olds, 3 year olds, 4 year olds, Mature  

Animals in each age classification. Note that calves become 
heifers at 14 months of age. This means, that 14-15 months 
after the start of calving, you might find some calves have 
moved to the next agegroup, while others have not. 

 
All animals  

Don‟t restrict the scope of the search to any particular type of 
animal. Dead and sold cows and cows that have been 
transferred to other herds will be included in the search. 

 
Terminated Restrict your search to animals that have been 

terminated. 
 

To register Restrict your search to animals that have no herd book 
number recorded. This can be used to track calves that have 
not been registered with a breed society. 

 
A very useful feature of using the scope field is to obtain a quick count 
of the animals in a particular group. For example, if you nominate the 
required herd number, and set the scope to 2 year olds, the matching 
animals will be extracted and the number in the group will be displayed 
to the right of the Filter Toolbar.  
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6 WINDOW MENU 
 
Your Window menu provides access to your Assistant and Cow List.  
These two features are described in the following section. 

 
6.1 Assistant 
 

The MISTRO Farm Assistant allows you to get audio visual tutorials on 
just about any facet of the program.  Just click the plus sign next to the 
area you wish to display, then either double click on the tutorial you 
wish to run, or click on it once and press the Go button.  The tutorial will 
then launch.  The tutorials are executable files, so if you have the  
firewall, virus scanning or adware options on your computer set at a 
high level you may need to relax these to run the tutorials. 
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6.2 Cow list 
 

Your cow list displays a list of the cows in your herd based on the 
conditions you have specified in your filter toolbar. 
 
The left column indicates each female‟s current status (using the colour 
code described below the columns). Green means the cows are on the 
go and milking. Yellow means they are getting reading to go (dry), and 
red means dead (or sold). The blue shades indicate replacement stock 
and purple indicates cows that have been transferred to another centre. 
 
The next column lists the cows in order as specified on the filter 
toolbar. The total number of records located in the Cow list is indicated 
at the top right of your filter toolbar. 
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7 MAIN MENU 
 

The main menu contains all you‟ll need to run MISTRO Farm 5.  In the 
following pages we will explain each of the functions of the main menu 
 

8 FILE 
 

The File menu contains all of the functions associated with the 
MISTRO Farm 5 program options. We will now explain what each of 
these options is, and how to use it. 
 

8.1 Backup 
 

Click on backup to make a local backup of your MISTRO Farm 5 data.  
Click the drop down arrow under backup destination to choose the 
drive to backup to.  (Please note that most computers will not 
support CD burning “on the fly”.  If you want to backup to a CD 
you will normally have to backup to your hard drive first, and then 
burn the backup file to a CD.  Consult your CD burner 
documentation for a full list of its specifications and capabilities.) 
 
Once you have chosen your drive to backup to, you can also choose to 
put your backup into a folder on that drive.  Locate the folder on the list 
below your drive letter and double click on it to open it. 
 
You can choose to backup either just your database, or the whole 
program.  To just backup the database tick the box provided 
 
When you are happy with your backup choices press the Start Backup 
button.  Your progress will be reported in the large white window to the 
right, with a progress indicator also showing along the bottom of the 
window.  When your backup is finished the right window will display a 
message “Backup operation complete!” 
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8.2 Restore 
 
Click on restore to restore a local backup of your MISTRO Farm 5 data.  
Click the drop down arrow under restore source to choose the drive to 
restore from. 
 
Once you have chosen your drive to restore from, you then choose the 
folder where you have saved your backup.  Locate the folder on the list 
below your drive letter and double click on it to open it.  When you have 
done this, a list of available files to backup will be displayed in the 
window under your folder list. 
 
Locate the backup file you wish to restore in this list, click on it to 
highlight it and press the Start Restore button.  Your progress will be 
reported in the large white window to the right, with a progress indicator 
also showing along the bottom of the window.  When your backup is 
finished the right window will display a message “Restore operation 
complete!” 
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8.3 Restore Auto Backup 
 

When you exit MISTRO Farm 5 you will be presented with the following 
prompt: 
 

 
 
It is always a good idea to choose Yes here as you will always then 
have a local backup of your data. 
 
The Restore Auto Backup command restores this automatic backup 
file.  You would use this function primarily if you have made a large 
number of data entry errors and wish to return to your starting point 
rather than manually changing all of the records you have entered. 
 
When you click this option you will be presented with a window asking 
you which automatic backup to restore.  Make your selection by 
clicking on it, then press Save to begin your Restore Auto backup 
process. 
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8.4 Register  
 
MISTRO will only run for a limited time following installation. To obtain 
unlimited use of the program you must register the package. When you 
first run MISTRO Farm 5 you will see the Register button on your 
Favourites toolbar.  To register the program either click on this button 
or click File on your main menu and then choose Register.  The 
following form will then appear. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To register the program you must agree with the terms and conditions 
of registration. Check the I agree button and then press Next.   
 
You will then be presented with the registration screen. 
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There are two ways to complete your MISTRO Farm 5 or MISTRO Lite 
registration. 
 
Type in the name you want to use as the registered user and complete 
phone and address details. 
 
You must select either MISTRO Farm 5 or MISTRO Lite as the 
program you wish to register. 
 
You must then select a herd test centre. 
 
If you are not currently herd testing, select the centre you would use if 
you started herd testing. 
 
The database ID number is provided by your centre when you register 
MISTRO Farm so this does not need to be entered at this stage. 
 
If you are registering MISTRO Farm 5 or MISTRO Lite, you must also 
nominate the herds you wish to load in the program. 
 
Type in the numbers of your herds, separated by a comma. 
 
Once you have filled out all of the details, press the “Print” button to 
print out a copy of the registration form.  You will then need to fax this 
form to the MISTRO Registration Desk at 5147 2993. 
 
The other way to process your registration is to fill out all of the fields 
as detailed above, connect to the internet and press the “Register” 
button.  Your registration will then be sent electronically to the MISTRO 
Registration Desk for processing. 
 
The registration procedure will set your program up to transfer data 
automatically for the herds you have chosen. 
 
MISTRO will check your registration request via the internet each time 
you start the program. 
 
You can also electronically request registration for MISTRO Pocket, 
MISTRO Shed and MISTRO Wand from within the MISTRO Farm 5 
registration screen.  If you have already filled in your details simply 
press the “Register” button next to the option you wish to register and 
your request will be sent off via your internet connection. 
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8.5 Setup 
 
The setup button allows you to specify a number of variables that 
control the operation of the program. The most important of these 
identifies your herd‟s ID (this enables the program to locate this herd as 
the preferred option without you having to continually enter it), and its 
preferred dry period.  If your internet connection utilises a proxy server 
then it is here that you enter this information.  There are also 2 tick 
boxes at the bottom of this form.  The first, Disable direct internet 
exports, enables you to set up the program so that it will not 
automatically use the MISTRO Farm Link program to synchronise your 
data with your herd test centre.  You would generally only check this 
box if you are running multiple computers with the same herd and only 
want one of the computers to synchronise with the centre.  Other uses 
for this could be if you have an extremely slow dial up internet 
connection and wish to manage the transfer of data manually.  The 
other occasion you may find a use for this is if you are not herd testing 
and do not wish to synchronise data at all.  In this case however, there 
is benefit in continuing to synchronise data as it means you have an 
offsite back up of your data. 
 
The second tick box is Progeny test user.  This identifies to the 
program that you are a progeny test user and enable MISTRO Farm 5 
or MISTRO Lite to gather additional mating data about your herd.  You 
should always check this box if you are using progeny test semen in 
your AI program. 
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8.6 Restructure 

 
This option is used under direction from your supplier to keep your 
database up to date when changes are made to the program or the 
data files kept at your herd recording centre. 
 

 
 

8.7 Tune Up 
 
This option is generally only used under direction from your supplier to 
tune up the performance of your database.   
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8.8 Export 
 
This option creates a file with all information that you have added to 
your system for delivery to your herd test centre prior to herd testing.  It 
will generally only need to be used if you do not have an internet 
connection to enable the online functionality of MISTRO Farm 5. 
 
To use the Export function, choose the location where you want to 
export your data to (if you do not have an internet connection do not 
choose the email option). 

 
 
When you have done this you will be presented with the following 
window: 
 

 
 
Choose your herd number by clicking the small box with three dots to 
bring up a selection window.  Choose to either export All data, New 
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data or just a Total.  Do not type in a message if saving to disc.  It will 
not be saved.  When you have made your selections press Save. 
 
If saving to Other disc, MISTRO Farm 5 will by default save you file to 
the MISTRO\Farm5\UPLOADS folder as per the example below. 

 
 
 

8.9 Import 
 
This function imports a file provided by your herd test centre that 
contains the latest test results for your cows. It will generally only need 
to be used if you do not have an internet connection to enable the 
online functionality of MISTRO Farm 5. 
 
Choose the location of the file and your data will be imported. 
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8.10 Clear 
 
This option clears your files so that they match with your herd test 
centre‟s. This option should only be used under direction of your 
herd test centre. 
 

 
 

8.11 Genomate Export 
 
This option enables you to export to either ABS Bestmate, or ABS 
GMS.  You must have a working internet connection and email 
program to use this function. 
 

 
 

8.12 Drug File Import 
 
This button allows you to manually import the NRA drug file.  MISTRO 

Farm 5‟s automatic update facility will normally do this for you, but should you 
need to do this manually, click the button and choose the file required for 
import. 

 
 

8.13 Nasis File Import 
 
This button allows you to manually import the Nasis Bull File.  MISTRO 

Farm 5‟s automatic update facility will normally do this for you, but should you 
need to do this manually, click the button and choose the file required for 
import. 
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8.14 About 
 
Information about MISTRO Farm 5 
 

8.15 Email 
 
This option provides an email link from within MISTRO Farm 5.  You 
must have a valid email account set up on your computer to use this 
function. 
 
To use the email function simply type in the recipient email address, 
subject, and then choose any file you wish to attach to your message, 
type your message and press Send. 

 
 

8.16 Exit 
 
Exits the program 
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9 Bulls 
 

The Bulls menu contains all of the functions associated with bulls in 
MISTRO Farm 5. We will now explain what each of these options is, 
and how to use it. 
 

9.1 Bull IDs 
 
The “Bull IDs” window describes details of all bulls under your control 
and provides worksheets for recording all information relevant to 
individual bulls. 

 
 
If your copy of MISTRO Farm 5 has been loaded with data by your 
herd recording centre, it will already contain a listing of bulls in the 
National Herd Improvement database, together with any natural bulls 
you may have used in the past. 
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9.1.1 Locating a bull 
 

In Australia, most operators use the secondary Nasis ID to identify 
individual bulls. MISTRO will select the Secondary Nasis ID as the 
preferred identifier to work with. If you wish to use another type of 
identifier, click the arrow at the right of the Search Field box to reveal a 
list of options. You may locate a bull using any of the following 
identifiers. 
 

 Secondary Nasis ID – eg WINLUKE 

 Primary Nasis ID – eg 11FFL77 

 Registered name – eg STRATHAIRE SOUTHWIND LUKE – ET. 

 Herd book number – eg 98597 

 ADHIS National ID – eg A00007327 

 MISTRO ID – eg 194018548 
 
The MISTRO ID will be the same as the ADHIS national ID for more 
recent bulls. The MISTRO ID will be a different unique number 
allocated on the MISTRO system prior to the industry introducing the 
National ID scheme. 
 

The left hand panel of the “Bulls” view is your Bull List and is used to 
identify which bull you wish to work with. You use your Filter Toolbar to 
decide in which way you want to search for bulls in your bull list.  You 
can search on a number of different fields which appear in the drop 
down list of “Search Bulls On”. 
 
If MISTRO does not find the exact match you are looking for, you can 
then use the up and down arrow keys to move the current position in 
the lookup grid to the previous or next record in the database. As you 
do this, the identity in the Search Text box changes.  
 
The second method of locating a bull is to search in the Bull List for the 
animal you require using the mouse. You can do this by clicking the 
arrows at the top and the bottom of the scroll bar to the right of the grid. 
This moves the current record forward or backward one record. 
Clicking above or below the scroll bar indicator moves the grid a page 
of records at a time. When you see the animal you require in the grid, 
click on it to highlight it. 
 
The third option is to mix the use of the keyboard and the mouse where 
appropriate. Usually the keyboard is the best option to use when you 
are entering data, but the mouse is handy when you want to pick the 
bull you want. 
 
When locating bulls, remember you can also type in the ID you want in 
the ID field, and then wait a second or so to see that bull‟s data 
presented on the screen. 
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9.1.2 Adding a natural bull to the database. 

 
MISTRO Farm 5 will allow you to add details of natural bulls to the 
database, but asks you not to add any AI bulls without first consulting 
your Herd Improvement Centre. Records for AI bulls should be 
obtained via disk or the Internet so that they are allocated the correct 
national identifiers. 
 
If you wish to add a natural bull, 
 
Open the Bull ID window. 
Click on the Add new bull button at the bottom of the screen. 
This will produce a series of blank cells on the Details page, awaiting 
data entry. 
Enter data in as many of these cells as you wish. Use the mouse to 
click on each cell in turn or simply press Enter to move to the next cell 
on the page, after typing in each entry. (Note: You must enter data in 
both the 2ry Nasis, 1ry Nasis and RegName cells before the new 
information can be saved. This provides the unique identity for your 
bull. 
Natural bulls are usually identified by a 10 digit number (like 703293 
9004) where the first 6 digits are a shire and herd number and the 
remaining 4 digits are a herd recording number for the bull, usually 
starting at 9000.) 
 
When all required information has been typed in, click Save and the 
new bull will be added to your database. 
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9.2 Changing the details associated with a natural bull. 

 
Locate the bull in question from your full list of bulls, following the 
procedure outlined above. Then use the mouse to highlight any of the 
cells on the Details page requiring alteration and type in the correct 
details. This will cause “Save” and “Cancel” buttons to be displayed. 
Click Save or press Ctrl-Enter when all details have been corrected  
 

9.3 Terminating a natural bull. 

 
Locate the bull in question from your full list of bulls, following the 
procedure outlined above. 
 
Then simply choose the date of termination in the Termination Date 
field, and the termination code in the Termination Code field.. 
 
If you have deleted a bull in error you can reverse the procedure by 
simply removing the Termination Date and Termination Code and 
pressing the Save button.  The bull will now not be showing as 
terminated. 
 

9.4 Bull BV’s 

 
The tabs in Bull BV‟s labelled Production, Workability, Type, and 
Udder, are used to view breeding value information in each of these 
areas for the bull you are interested in. No data entry occurs on these 
pages.  
 

9.5 Printing a pedigree for a bull. 

 
Locate the bull in question on your Bull List, following the procedure 
outlined above. 
 
Then simply click the Pedigree button in your main menu. This will 
display a form with the pedigree on the screen in the same format used 
for printing. You can view the information in this form or print the 
pedigree by clicking on the Print option at the top of the form. Click on 
the small X at the top right of the form to close the form when you have 
finished using it. 
 

9.6 Bull reports. 

 
See section 13.1 – Reports menu 
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9.7 Selecting a bull team and keeping a semen inventory. 

 
You can nominate a bull team for use during the mating period. This 
will keep track of how much semen you have used, and will also make 
entry of mating information simpler. By selecting a bull team, you will 
only be offered the bulls on your team as a choice when entering the 
sire of a mating. This should reduce the chance of potential errors. 
 
The bull team is nominated by: 
 
Opening the “Bull Team” window from your main menu. 
The following window appears. 
 

 
 
The bull team page operates like a group of females. 
To add a bull to the team, locate the bull using the Bull List and then 
click the Add bull to group button. 
To delete a bull from the team, just highlight the bull‟s record in the bull 
team grid and click the Delete bull button. 
 
The columns In Stock, and Used keep track of what semen you have 
used during the year. These figures can be adjusted manually at any 
time from the Bull Team window. At the start of the season, set the In 
Stock column to the number of doses you have stored for you at the AI 
centre, or the number of doses that are present in your AI tank. Set the 
Used values to zero. This sets the inventory up at the start of the 
season. 
 
As you enter mating information, MISTRO will subtract a dose from the 
In Stock value and add a dose to the Used value every time a dose of 
semen from a bull in your team is used. This means that you can check 
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quickly how many doses of semen you have left, or how many you 
have used at any point during the season. Just open the bull team 
page and view the values that are present. 
 
Recalculate Inventory 
 
Pressing the Recalculate Inventory button will recalculate your semen 
inventory giving you up to date statistics of the number of doses you 
have left for each bull in your bull team. 
 
Read From AI Centre 
 
Read From AI Centre allows you to import a file either directly via the 
internet, or on a disc from your AI centre of your bull team details.  
Speak to your AI Centre about them providing you with the appropriate 
file. 

9.8 Daughters 

 
To create a list of daughters for a particular bull, choose the bull as 
described above and click Daughters in your Bulls menu.  The following 
list will be produced. 
 

 

9.9 Daughter Lactations 

 
To create a list of daughter lactations for a particular bull, choose the 
bull as described above and click Daughter Lactations in your Bulls 
menu.  The following list will be produced. 
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9.10 Due to calve to bull 

 
To create a list of cows that are due to calve to a particular bull, choose 
the bull as described above and click Due to calve to a bull in your 
Bulls menu.  The following list will be produced. 
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9.11 Print breed society registration form 

 
To create a form which you can print out and fill in with registration 
details for your breed society, choose the bull as described above and 
click Print Breed Society Registration Form in your Bulls menu.  The 
following form will be produced.  You can then print this and send it to 
the relevant breed society.  You can also email this detail to your breed 
society by accessing the bulk registration function in Cow Groups. 
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10 Cows & Heifers 
 

The Cows & Heifers menu contains all of the functions associated with 
cows and heifers in MISTRO Farm 5. We will now explain what each of 
these options is, and how to use it. 
 

10.1 Female IDs 

 

The “Females IDs” window describes details of all females in all herds 
under your control and provides worksheets for recording all 
information relevant to individual cows. 
 
To open the “Female IDs” window: 
Click Female IDs in the main menu. 
 
If your copy of MISTRO Farm 5 has been loaded with data by your 
herd recording centre, it will contain a database of all information that 
has been recorded for your cows. You should already have plenty of 
data to work with. 
 
As with other parts of MISTRO Farm 5, your Cow List is used to locate 
the current record. In this case, the record will be the information stored 
for a cow, heifer, or heifer calf.  

 

 
 



 44 

10.1.1 Adding a female to the system. 

 
Most of the time, animals will be added to the system as they are born, 
using the “Calve cows” data entry window. However, occasionally you 
will need to add animals manually. To do this: 
 
Click the Cows & Heifers in the main menu. 
Click the Female IDs. 
Click Add new female button at the bottom of the Female ID window. 
This will clear the fields on the identity page. 
To enter data in these cells, use the mouse to click on each cell in turn, 
and type in the appropriate information, or simply press Enter to move 
to the next cell on the page, after typing in each entry. 
 
Check that the herd field contains the correct number for the female 
being added. If it‟s not, click the small arrow beside Herd and click the 
correct herd number. 
 
Type in the female‟s Recording # (Recording number). This is usually 
a four digit number. 
 
Type in the Preferred Id. This is usually the same as the Recording 
number, unless you have another system for identifying your cows (e.g. 
by name). 
 
Type in any Other ID number, or name. For example, an ear tag or old 
freeze brand number. You may leave this field blank.  
 
Type in a number for the Herd Group if you wish to allocate the 
animals to a particular group. 
 
Type in the Registered Name, or Number, if the animal is registered. If 
not, then just repeat the herd recording number in this field. 
 
Type in the NLIS Tag number for the cow. 
 
To enter the Sire name, type in the appropriate name; or click the 
Lookup box beside the Sire cell to display the full list of bulls loaded in 
the data base (page Error! Bookmark not defined.). Then select the 
appropriate bull from this list. If you are unable to find a particular AB 
sire in this data base, contact your MISTRO Farm 5 supplier for an 
update disc with the latest bulls (see page Error! Bookmark not 
defined.). 
 
To enter the Dam name you must first enter her Herd number in the 
first of the two cells, then enter her Recording number in the second 
cell. If you are unsure of her number you can use the Lookup box 
beside the second cell to display the full list of cows in the selected 
herd. Then click the appropriate cow from this list. 
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To enter Breed use the standard four letter code (in capitals). FFFJ 
represents a three quarter Holstein-Friesian cow, resulting from the 
mating of a Friesian bull to a Friesian-Jersey cross cow. 
 
To enter a Birth Date, type in the date or click the small arrow beside 
the cell to display a calendar, then find and click the appropriate day 
 
Type in Herdbook # if appropriate 
 
Type in Yes or No beside Registered  
 
Use the Lookup box beside MG Sire to select maternal grand sire, if 
appropriate. 
 
When you have entered the information relevant to the animal, click the 
Save button or press the Enter key while holding down the Ctrl key 
(Ctrl-Enter) to add the animal to the system. You cannot add two 
animals with the same identity details. 
 

10.1.2 Loading preferred sires 

 
Click Cows & Heifers in the main menu. 
Click the Female IDs button. 
 
The bottom two data entry fields on this screen allow you to record a 
preferred sire for the cow. Some farmers use computer software to 
select the most appropriate AI sires for a particular cow. MISTRO 
allows you to record two sires as preferences for each cow. These can 
be entered manually by selecting the bull in each field in the same way 
that the sire of the cow is selected (described for adding a cow).  
 
Preferred sires can also be loaded electronically from a file. The button 
circled in the previous screen image (page Error! Bookmark not 
defined.) is for this purpose. When you click on the Import preferred 
sires button, you will first of all be asked if you want to clear all 
preferences for all cows. This is so that you can clear old information 
off the system. You will then be asked to nominate a file.  
 
The file used for importing preferred sires is an ASCII text file in comma 
delimited format (CSV). Each line in the file contains the details for a 
cow, and each line contains four fields separated by commas: 
 

National/MISTRO Cow ID, 
Cow recording number, 
ID of first preferred sire, 
ID of second preferred sire 
 

If the national/MISTRO cow ID is supplied, this will be used to identify 
the cow. If you leave the first column blank, then the herd recording 
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number will be used to locate the cow in the current herd. The 
preferred sires are then set for the cow. The following lines are all valid 
for input: 
 
 29400432,436,TILLER,LORDPRES 
 29400432,,TILLER, 
 ,436,,LORDPRES 
 ,436,TILLER,LORDPRES 
 

10.2 Data Entry 

 

The Data Entry sub menu contains data entry operations for your cows.  
The following sections will explain how to use all of these functions. 
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10.2.1 Calve 

 
Enter information about cows as they calve including their calving date, 
and calf information. 
 

 
 
As each cow or heifer in your herd calves, it is necessary to create for 
her a new lactation record.  To do this: 
 
Click Cows & Heifers in the main menu. 
Click the Data Entry button. 
Click the Calve button. 
If you wish to enter a list of calving dates, set the scope of animals to 
Dry & Heifers so that you cannot inadvertently select an inappropriate 
animal. 
 
Now locate the female you require on your Cow List and double click 
on her to bring up her record, or type her number in the ID field of the 
Calving form and press Enter on your keyboard. 
 
When you do this the Calving window on the right will change so that it 
displays the calving record form for the cow you have chosen. 
 
If you happen to have selected a cow whose record shows she is still 
milking, MISTRO Farm 5 will not open a new lactation record. Instead it 
will give you the opportunity to edit her current lactation record. Setting 
the Scope: of females to “Dries and Heifers” in your Filter Toolbar will 
avoid the possibility of this occurring.  
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In the field labelled Calving date, type in the date of calving, or click 
the small arrow and click the date, and then press Enter. If the calving 
date is within the current milk withholding period for the cow (displayed 
at the top right), a warning message will appear. 
 
In the field next to Calving date, type in the type of calving, or click the 
small arrow and click the appropriate type of calving (Calved, Induced, 
Lactation induced). Type in the cow‟s lactation number in the cell 
labelled Lactn number and press Enter. 
 
If mating information is available for the cow, MISTRO Farm 5 will 
display the mating information recorded and it will take the best guess 
for the sire of the calf based on the mating dates and the calving date.  
You can choose from any of the matings displayed, or choose the “No 
matching mating selected” button which will enable you to manually 
enter the sire of the calf in the Sire of calf field.   
 
You can now add details of the calving and newborn calf.  
 
To add information relevant to the calving, move from field to field 
typing in your selections and pressing Enter, or picking them with the 
mouse from the lists displayed with the drop down arrows. You can 
nominate the sex, fate, calving ease, size of the calf, and the tag 
number for a bobby calf if you wish to record it.  
 
 
You may also enter an optional remark and the genetic dam if this calf 
is the result of embryo transfer. 
 
When you have completed all of the details about the calving and you 
click in the Bobby Tag No field, or Save the Calving record, you will be 
presented with the Female Record screen if you have chosen to keep a 
female calf. 
 

 
 
Complete the details of the new calf in the blank fields and click Save 
or press Ctrl-Enter. This will create a record for the new calf, and add it 
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to the females database. You will then return to the dam‟s lactation 
record. 
 
Check that all details are correct and click Save or type Ctrl-Enter. 
This saves the new lactation record, and the calving details.  
 
You will then be returned to the Calving Cows screen.  Ensure you 
press Save here to save the calving record to the cow. 
 
Editing calving details and uncalving cows. 

 
Sometimes you need to edit information relating to a lactation. You may 
even need to uncalve a cow when it has been calved by mistake. To 
edit lactation details: 
 
Click Cows & Heifers in the main menu. 
Click the Data Entry button. 
Click the Calve button. 
 
Now locate the female you require  
 
In most cases, you will be best to type in the cow‟s number in the ID 
field on the Calving Form. When you hit the Enter key, a message will 
be displayed informing you that the cow is already milking. You will 
then have the chance to modify the current lactation record for the cow. 
The current lactation record is displayed and a series of buttons will 
appear at the bottom of the screen.  
 
Click the Delete Calf button and you will be asked to confirm that you 
want to remove the current lactation record and all other associated 
information. This effectively puts the cow back to a dry cow. Click Yes, 
and the cow‟s calf will be deleted and her state will be returned to dry. 
Sometimes you need to change the calf information that has been 
recorded. You can modify the calf information in any way you need to. 
For example, you might come back and enter a bobby calf tag number 
after checking it.  
 
If a calf has been retained in the herd, you can click the View calf 
button to view the record that has been created for that calf. 
 
The Delete calf button is used to delete information from a lactation 
about a particular calf. 
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10.2.2 Health 

 
Record all health events that occur in individual animals. 

 
 
As each cow or heifer in your herd experiences a health event, details 
of the event can be added to her individual record. To add an event: 
 
Click Cows & Heifers in the main menu. 
Click the Data Entry button. 
Click the Health button. 
 
This opens a page headed “Adding Health / Disease Events”, into 
which you can enter as many details of any event or events as you 
wish.  
 
To select the cow to work on you can either locate her on your Cow List 
and double click on her to bring up her record, or type her number in 
the ID field of the Health form and press Enter on your keyboard 
 
Choose the appropriate Event category for your health event. 
 
Select the appropriate Event code by using the Lookup box to list 
existing event options or by typing in the code if you remember it.  The 
events you can select include animal diseases and disorders. 
 
Type in the Date of event  
 
When an event like lameness, mastitis, or intramammary treatment is 
selected, a box appears that allows the location of the problem or 
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treatment to be recorded. The options available are Back left, Back 
right, Front left, Front right, and multiple. 
 
The grid at the bottom of the page lists all events that have occurred in 
the last month. This is so you can look back over the information that 
you have entered. When you save an event, you will see it listed at the 
bottom of the Recent events grid. This is also handy if you lose where 
you are up to on your event diary. 
 
If at any stage you find a mistake when reviewing the events listed at 
the bottom of the screen double click the row in which the details are 
recorded. This will bring up an Edit cow event window in which you can 
make your changes.. 
 
Click Save or press Ctrl-Enter.    
 

10.2.3 Treatments 

Record all treatment events that occur in individual animals. 
 

 
 
As each cow or heifer in your herd experiences a treatment event, 
details of the event can be added to her individual record. To add an 
event: 
 
Click Cows & Heifers in the main menu. 
Click the Data Entry button. 
Click the Treatments button. 
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This opens a page headed “Adding Drug Treatments”, into which you 
can enter as many details of any drug treatments as you wish.  
 
To select the cow to work on you can either locate her on your Cow List 
and double click on her to bring up her record, or type her number in 
the ID field of the Health form and press Enter on your keyboard 
 
Choose the appropriate Treatment category for your health event. 
 
Select the appropriate Treatment code by using the Lookup box to list 
existing event options or by typing in the code if you remember it.  The 
events you can select include animal diseases and disorders. 
 
MISTRO Farm 5 will only display the drugs that you have entered in 
your drug cupboard.  If you can‟t find the drug you are looking for in the 
event codes field, you will need to add it to your drug cupboard  
 
Type in the Date of treatment and then select the Time of treatment. 
Use the drop down list or type in the time 5p or 6a as required. The 
time of treatment should be entered for all drug events that have an 
associated milk or meat withholding period. 
 
When an event like intramammary treatment is selected, a box appears 
that allows the location of the problem or treatment to be recorded. The 
options available are Back left, Back right, Front left, Front right, and 
multiple. 
 
Then, if the details you have just entered are correct, click Save or 
press Ctrl-Enter to save your information. The screen will then ready 
itself of the next event to be entered. 
 
The grid at the bottom of the page lists all events that have occurred in 
the last month. This is so you can look back over the information that 
you have entered. When you save an event, you will see it listed at the 
bottom of the Recent events grid. This is also handy if you lose where 
you are up to on your event diary. 
 
If at any stage you find a mistake when reviewing the events listed at 
the bottom of the screen double click the row in which the details are 
recorded. This will bring up an Edit cow event window in which you can 
make your changes.. 
 
Click Save or press Ctrl-Enter. 
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10.2.4 Matings 

Record all mating events that occur in individual animals. 
 

 
 
As each cow or heifer in your herd experiences a mating event, details 
of the event can be added to her individual record. To add an event: 
 
Click Cows & Heifers in the main menu. 
Click the Data Entry button. 
Click the Matings button. 
 
This opens a page headed “Adding Mating Events”, into which you can 
enter as many details of any mating event as you wish.  
 
To select the cow to work on you can either locate her on your Cow List 
and double click on her to bring up her record, or type her number in 
the ID field of the Health form and press Enter on your keyboard 
 
Choose the appropriate Type of Mating for your mating event. 
 
You will be asked to provide details of the sire used, the technician 
involved, whether or not the straw of semen was split, and the batch 
code of semen used. Complete the details as required. 
 
Type in the name of the Sire used. If you have set up a bull team for 
your farm you will only be able to select sires from that bull team. 
Otherwise, you will be provided with a complete list of the bull database 
from which to choose.  
 



 54 

If you have loaded the system with preferred sires for each cow, these 
will be displayed at the right of the screen, and clicking on a sire in this 
box when entering an AI mating will load the bull into the sire field for 
the mating. 
 
The technician that performed the AI mating can be selected by 
clicking on the drop down arrow of this box.  
 
Set the Second split field to “true” if this is the second or subsequent 
cow to receive a dose of semen from a single straw. This stops the 
straw of semen being counted as a “used” dose in your semen 
inventory. 
 
Use the Batch code cell for recording details of any semen used. 
Use the Remarks cell for recording any additional information required. 
 
Then, if the details you have just entered are correct, click Save or 
press Ctrl-Enter to save your information. The screen will then ready 
itself of the next event to be entered. 
 
The grid at the bottom of the page lists all events that have occurred in 
the last month. This is so you can look back over the information that 
you have entered. When you save an event, you will see it listed at the 
bottom of the Recent events grid. This is also handy if you lose where 
you are up to on your event diary. 
 
If at any stage you find a mistake when reviewing the events listed at 
the bottom of the screen. Click the row in which the details are 
recorded. This will re-display the data for that event at the top of the 
page. 
 
If at any stage you find a mistake when reviewing the events listed at 
the bottom of the screen double click the row in which the details are 
recorded. This will bring up an Edit cow event window in which you can 
make your changes.. 
 
Click Save or press Ctrl-Enter. 
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10.2.5 Pregnancy Tests 

Record all pregnancy test details that occur in individual animals. 
 

 
 
As each cow or heifer in your herd experiences a health event, details 
of the event can be added to her individual record. To add an event: 
 
Click Cows & Heifers in the main menu. 
Click the Data Entry button. 
Click the Preg Tests button. 
 
This opens a page headed “Adding Preg Test Results”, into which you 
can enter as many details of any preg test as you wish.  
 
To select the cow to work on you can either locate her on your Cow List 
and double click on her to bring up her record, or type her number in 
the ID field of the Health form and press Enter on your keyboard 
Type in the Date or click the drop down arrow to display your calendar. 
 
Choose your Preg Test Result from the available choices, and enter a 
remark if you choose. 
 
The grid at the bottom of the page lists all events that have occurred in 
the last month. This is so you can look back over the information that 
you have entered. When you save an event, you will see it listed at the 
bottom of the Recent events grid. This is also handy if you lose where 
you are up to on your event diary. 
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If at any stage you find a mistake when reviewing the events listed at 
the bottom of the screen double click the row in which the details are 
recorded. This will bring up an Edit cow event window in which you can 
make your changes.. 
 
Click Save or press Ctrl-Enter. 
 

10.2.6 Dry Off 

Enter information about cows as they are dried off including their dry off 
date and antibiotic therapy. 

 
 
As each cow in your herd is dried off, it is necessary to terminate her 
current lactation record and change her status from milking to dry.   
To do this: 
 
Click Cows & Heifers in the main menu. 
Click the Data Entry button. 
Click the Dry Off button. 
 
To select the cow to work on you can either locate her on your Cow List 
and double click on her to bring up her record, or type her number in 
the ID field of the Health form and press Enter on your keyboard 
 
The current lactation for that cow will now be displayed on the Dry off 
page.  
 
If the cow is currently dry, an message will appear alerting you to the 
fact she is currently dry and giving you the option to edit her current dry 
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off details and return her to milking. Use this option only when you 
make a mistake and inadvertently dry off a cow. 
 
If the cow you currently selected is milking, the computer will load the 
current lactation record with a drying off date and code as was entered 
in the last dry off. If these details are correct and you don‟t wish to 
record a dry cow treatment, you can click the Save button, or press 
Ctrl-Enter to save the dry off details. The cow‟s status will be changed 
to dry when you complete these steps. 
 
If the details loaded by MISTRO are incorrect, just type in the details 
you required. Click on the Dry off date cell and type in the date that the 
cow was dried off. Then select a dry off code by clicking the small 
arrow at the right of the Dry off code cell.  
 
 
When a cow is dried off, it is common that the she will have been 
treated with an intramammary dry cow preparation. To record this 
information, click on the box beside the “Add dry off treatment event” 
so that a tick appears. Then enter the event code for the dry off therapy 
that was used. For example, ORBENINDC for Orbenin Dry cow.  You 
can lookup the database of event codes using the lookup button at the 
right of this field.  
 
Also ensure that the drug you are using has been added to your drug 
cupboard with the correct withholding periods when you start drying off 
cows. 
 
When all the details have been entered correctly, click the Save button 
or press Ctrl-Enter to save the information. By selecting to add a dry off 
treatment event, MISTRO will not only dry off the cow but will also add 
a treatment event recording the dry cow therapy that was completed. 
Information entered in this screen beside “Dry cow therapy” will 
automatically be entered in the same cow‟s “Health Events” record.  
 
If you are entering a series of dry off events, you should set the scope 
of cows to milkers. This will avoid the possibility of selecting animals 
other than milking cows by accident. 
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10.2.7 Sell / Kill 

Identify cows that have died or been sold. 

 
 
Whenever a cow or heifer in your herd dies or is sold, it is necessary to 
terminate her and change her status to terminated.   
 
DON’T DELETE HER – She may be the dam of another cow in your 
herd and her information is required to maintain pedigrees. 
 
To terminate a cow: 
 
Click Cows & Heifers in the main menu. 
Click the Data Entry button. 
Click the Sell/Kill button. 
 
To select the cow to work on you can either locate her on your Cow List 
and double click on her to bring up her record, or type her number in 
the ID field of the Health form and press Enter on your keyboard 
 
If the cow has already been terminated, you will see her termination 
record in the events list below.  If you wish to reverse this termination 
simply click on it in the events list and press Delete.  You will then be 
asked if you wish to reverse the termination for the cow.  Press yes and 
the cow will be returned to the herd. 
 
If the cow does not have any termination details, the screen at the right 
will have a termination date inserted (the same as the last one you 
entered). If this date is correct, just press Enter, otherwise type in the 
date that the cow was terminated and press Enter. MISTRO now 
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requires you to enter a termination code. Type in the code or select a 
code by opening the Lookup window. This can be done by clicking on 
the button at the right of the cell with three dots. 
 
When you have entered a termination date and code, you have the 
option of recording any special remarks, and then you click Save or 
press Ctrl-Enter. 
 
Unterminating a female 

 
You can reverse a termination from either the Sell/Kill data entry 
window, or the Events List.  Locate the cow you wish to unterminate, 
find the termination record in the event list,  click on it in the events list 
and press Delete.  You will then be asked if you wish to reverse the 
termination for the cow.  Press yes and the cow will be returned to the 
herd. 
 

10.2.8 Workability 

Enter workability assessments for individual animals 

 
 
Details describing a female‟s “Workability” (likeability, temperament and 
milking speed) can be added to the record of the individual female, or 
amended, at any time.  To do this: 
 
Click Cows & Heifers in the main menu. 
Click the Data Entry button. 
Click the Sell/Kill button. 
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To select the cow to work on you can either locate her on your Cow List 
and double click on her to bring up her record, or type her number in 
the ID field of the Health form and press Enter on your keyboard 
 
The page at the right headed “Current workability scores” will display 
the workability scores currently recorded for that animal, or will contain 
blank fields. You can change existing scores, or enter a new score by 
clicking on the small arrow at the right of each cell and selecting the 
required score. Alternatively, you can type a score into the field. 
Workability scores are entered using a scale from A to E. 
 
When you are satisfied with your entries, click Save or press Ctrl-Enter.  
 

10.2.9 Weights 

Enter weights and body condition score measurements on your stock. 

 
 
MISTRO Farm 5 gives you an opportunity for recording the liveweights 
and condition scores of individual females and comparing them with 
group averages. 
 
To do this: 
 
Click Cows & Heifers in the main menu. 
Click the Data Entry button. 
Click the Sell/Kill button. 
 
To select the cow to work on you can either locate her on your Cow List 
and double click on her to bring up her record, or type her number in 
the ID field of the Health form and press Enter on your keyboard 
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Type in the Date or click the drop down arrow to display your calendar. 
 
Type in the weight of the animal in the field provided. 
 
The grid at the bottom of the page lists all events that have occurred in 
the last month. This is so you can look back over the information that 
you have entered. When you save an event, you will see it listed at the 
bottom of the Recent events grid. This is also handy if you lose where 
you are up to on your event diary. 
 
If at any stage you find a mistake when reviewing the events listed at 
the bottom of the screen double click the row in which the details are 
recorded. This will bring up an Edit cow event window in which you can 
make your changes.. 
 
Click Save or press Ctrl-Enter. 
 
Importing Ruddweigh & Tru Test files. 
 
You can import files which have been generated by either the 
Ruddweigh or Tru Test weigh scales.  To do so, press the appropriate 
button, locate the Ruddweigh or Tru Test file and choose open.  This 
will import all of the weights for your cows that are in this file. 
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10.3 Summary 

 

 
 
MISTRO Farm 5 gives you an opportunity to view a quick snapshot of 
details on individual cows 
 
To do this: 
 
Click Cows & Heifers in the main menu. 
Click the Summary button. 
 
To display a cow summary you can either locate her on your Cow List 
and click on her to bring up her record, or type her number in the ID 
field of the Filter Toolbar and press Enter on your keyboard 
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10.4 Calves 

 

 
 
MISTRO Farm 5 gives you an opportunity to view the calves born to 
individual cows 
 
To do this: 
 
Click Cows & Heifers in the main menu. 
Click the Calves button. 
 
To display the calves born you can either locate the cow number on 
your Cow List and click on her to bring up her record, or type her 
number in the ID field of the Filter Toolbar and press Enter on your 
keyboard 
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10.5 Cow BVs 

 

 
 
MISTRO Farm 5 gives you an opportunity to view Cow breeding values 
for individual cows 
 
To do this: 
 
Click Cows & Heifers in the main menu. 
Click the Cow BV’s button. 
 
To display Cow BV‟s you can either locate her on your Cow List and 
click on her to bring up her record, or type her number in the ID field of 
the Filter Toolbar and press Enter on your keyboard 
 
 



 65 

10.6 Events 

 

 
 
MISTRO Farm 5 gives you an opportunity to view all of the events that 
have been entered for individual cows 
 
To do this: 
 
Click Cows & Heifers in the main menu. 
Click the Events button. 
 
To display a the events you can either locate her on your Cow List and 
double click on her to bring up her record, or type her number in the ID 
field of the Filter Toolbar and press Enter on your keyboard 
 
You can also delete events from this screen should you notice any 
which have been entered in error. 
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10.7 Images 

 

 
 
MISTRO Farm 5 gives you the opportunity to store and view multiple 
images for individual cows 
 
To do this: 
 
Click Cows & Heifers in the main menu. 
Click the Images button. 
 
To display cow images you can either locate her on your Cow List and 
click on her to bring up her record, or type her number in the ID field of 
the Filter Toolbar and press Enter on your keyboard. 
 
Once you have the cow you wish to view displayed you can then Load 
a new image by pressing the load button.  Then you need to navigate 
to wherever you have saved your image on your computer, and press 
Open.  Your image will now be saved in MISTRO Farm 5.  Clicking the 
drop down box next to the image name will enable you to set a date for 
the image. 
 
You can also delete images from the database by choosing the image 
from the list and pressing the Delete button. 
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10.8 Inbreeding 

 

 
 
MISTRO Farm 5 gives you the opportunity to view and inbreeding 
analysis for individual cows 
 
To do this: 
 
Click Cows & Heifers in the main menu. 
Click the Inbreeding button. 
 
The Inbreeding page is used to display all the potential matings that 
could result in inbreeding within your herd. 
 
To complete an inbreeding report, you must firstly nominate a bull team 
that is going to be used on your farm during the mating season. 
Generate a Matings to avoid listing in the grid to the bottom right of 
the screen by selecting the required animals with the Scope box at the 
left, and then clicking on the Update matings to avoid list button. The 
grid at the top of the screen shows the number of matings to avoid for 
each bull in your bull team. 
 
The Update matings to avoid list button checks all the females in 
your herd against all the bulls selected in your bull team for potential 
inbreeding and birth defects. This button must be clicked following 
any changes to your bull team, scope, or any changes to the 
pedigrees of females on your farm!! The list is not regenerated 
automatically. It is therefore good practice to click this button when you 
have made your selections. 
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Selecting a female using the panel at the left of the screen will move 
the matings to avoid listing to that animal or its nearest neighbour. 
 
You can change the sort order of the matings to avoid list by clicking 
the small arrow to the right of the cell labelled Sort by. This allows you 
to view the list in order of herd recording number, short name, or the 
secondary ID for the bulls. You can also nominate the minimum 
inbreeding you wish to view by typing the required value into the cell 
labelled Minimum to View. 
 
The Print Report prints a report which displays a grid on the screen 
with the potential problem matings for each cow listed across the page.  
 
NOTE: Make sure you have the correct scope of animals selected 
in your filter toolbar before printing a report. 
 

10.9 Lactations 

 

 
 
MISTRO Farm 5 gives you the opportunity to view lactation historys for 
individual cows 
 
To do this: 
 
Click Cows & Heifers in the main menu. 
Click the Lactations button. 
 
The Lactations page provides access to all the cow‟s lactations and 
the production that was achieved in each one of them. 
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The grid at the top of the page displays the statistics for each lactation. 
You can view 305 day production figures or the production statistics for 
the complete lactation by clicking on the tabs at the bottom of the grid.  
 

10.10 Pedigree 

 

 
 
MISTRO Farm 5 gives you the opportunity to view pedigree information 
for individual cows 
 
To do this: 
 
Click Cows & Heifers in the main menu. 
Click the Pedigree button. 
 
To display cow pedigree you can either locate her on your Cow List 
and click on her to bring up her record, or type her number in the ID 
field of the Filter Toolbar and press Enter on your keyboard. 
 
The pedigree display will then be displayed with the ABV and 
production information for that animal, its sire, and its dam.  
 
Click on the small green right facing arrow to view the pedigree of the 
dam of that cow. This button will be grey if no dam information is 
available. Having done this, you can use the left facing arrow to move 
back to the previous animal that was displayed. 
 
The Print button will display a form that fills the entire screen. This is a 
preview of the pedigree that can be printed. Three pedigree printouts 
are provided and these can be viewed by clicking on the three tabs at 
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the top of this form (Pedigree, 305d Pedigree & Lactation certificates). 
The pedigree form has a Comments section where special comments 
can be typed in the bottom left hand corner. You may type in this area 
of the form prior to printing. Click the Print option on the menu bar of 
this form to print the selected report on your default printer. 
 
The Print Breed Society Registration button at the bottom of the 
screen will print a registration form for the animal that can be faxed to 
the breed association. 
 

10.11 Tests 

 

 
 
MISTRO Farm 5 gives you the opportunity to view all herd test 
information for individual cows 
 
To do this: 
 
Click Cows & Heifers in the main menu. 
Click the Tests button. 
 
You can view the tests for different cows by locating the cow in the 
panel at the left of the screen. Having located the animal, wait a second 
or two and the Tests screen will be refreshed with the details relating to 
that cow. 
 
The grid at the top of the page lists the test results for the cow. You can 
move through them by clicking in the grid, and then using the up and 
down arrow keys or clicking on the scroll bar. The most recent test is 
highlighted at the bottom of the grid.  
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The bottom section of the page provides a graph showing the test 
history of the cow. This gives a quick picture of how the cow‟s 
production has changed over the years. You can change the variable 
that is graphed by clicking on the small arrow to the right of the label 
next to the word Data:. You can display a graph of production variables 
like litres, fat, and protein, or cell count information. Placing a tick in the 
box beside Show dates will show the dates of the tests on the 
horizontal axis of the graph. 
 

10.12 Weights 

 

 
 
Use this option to review the weights of an animal, or the average 
weights at a weighing. 
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10.13 Withhold 

 

 
 
MISTRO Farm 5 gives you the opportunity to view all herd test 
information for individual cows 
 
To do this: 
 
Click Cows & Heifers in the main menu. 
Click the Withhold button. 
 
The Withholding page is used to monitor the withholding periods for 
sale of meat and milk of animals that have been treated with drugs. 
 
The Withholding page is divided into four tabs.  

 You can monitor cows that should be withheld from the vat.  
 You can monitor cows that have been recently treated, and are 

still within their withholding period for milk.  
 You can monitor cows that have recently come off the milk 

withholding list.  
 You can monitor cows to withheld from sale for meat, and cows 

that have recently become clear for sale. 
 
You can print the cows in any of the tabs by clicking on the print button 
in that tab.  
 

10.14 Cow Reports 

 
See section 13.1 – Reports menu 
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11 Events 
 

The Events menu contains all of the functions associated with events in 
MISTRO Farm 5. We will now explain what each of these options is, 
and how to use it. 
 

11.1 Event Codes 

 

 
 
To define the health, treatment, and mating events that can occur on 
your farm: 
 
Click Events in the main menu. 
Click the Event Codes button. 
 
A screen will be displayed as shown in the previous figure, listing all the 
event codes recorded on your system at the left hand side. MISTRO is 
supplied with a predefined list of industry standard events when it is 
installed. 
 
If you wish to add a new event code, click the Add new event button, 
then type in the details for the new event including a brief code, a full 
description, and the type of event. Alternatively, you can press Shift-F4 
and a small screen will be displayed that allows you to enter these 
details directly.  
 
The codes loaded include the animal disease recording codes as well 
as a list of the drugs registered for use in cattle. The tick box at the top 
of the screen can be clicked if you just want to “view common drugs”. 
 
The Use Locn column indicates that MISTRO Farm 5 will pop up a 
location that the drug is being administered to.  Put a tick in this box 
next to a drug if you want a location for treatment displayed. 
 
The Common column indicates that a drug will appear in the list of 
common drugs.  Put a tick in this column if you wish a drug to appear in 
the common drugs list. 
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NOTE:  
Withholding periods for each drug are not distributed with 
MISTRO. If you treat an animal with a drug that is not in your drug 
cupboard, MISTRO will assume a 100 day withholding period as a 
precaution. To get the correct withholding period for the drugs 
you use on your farm, you must load and maintain a drug 
cupboard (see below). 
 

11.2 Drug Cupboard 

 

 
 
You can see that the list of drugs available in MISTRO is huge, and you 
are only ever likely to use a handful on your farm.  The drug cupboard 
is a mechanism for filtering this huge list. The aim is to select the drugs 
from the complete list at the left of the screen, and add them to the 
drug cupboard at the right of the screen.  
 
To add a drug to the drug cupboard, click the “Add” button to display 
the MISTRO Farm 5 drug list. Make your drug selection, and when you 
have done this, you will be asked to complete the following withholding 
information. 



 75 

 
 
You will need to enter the withholding period for milk and meat, 
following a single or multiple treatment. You enter the period in days, 
so if it is 36 hours, you will need to enter 1.5 days. If a drug has no 
withholding period, enter zero. 
 
It will take a little time, but you only need to do it once, and you 
eventually have a list of most of the drugs that you use on the farm. 
If you need to make any changes to your drug cupboard you can just 
type the values into the appropriate spot on the drug cupboard. You 
can use the Print button at the bottom of the screen to print out your list 
of drugs if required. 
 
If you make changes to the withholding periods for drugs, they are not 
automatically reflected in the status of cows that should be 
withheld. The withholding time for each cow is calculated during an 
update. If you modify the withholding periods for drugs, you should run 
an update to recalculate the withhold status for each cow. 
 

11.3 Technicians 
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The “technicians” tab on the events view is used to create a list of DIY 
AI technicians that work on your farm. You type in a five character code 
name identifying each technician. This code is then used when entering 
mating information to identify the technician that conducted each 
insemination. Conception rates will then be monitored with the Fertility 
Analysis.  Use the down arrow to create a blank line when you are 
ready to add a new technician. 
 

11.4 Event Reports 

 
See section 13.1 – Reports menu 
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12 Groups 
 

The Groups menu contains all of the functions associated with groups 
in MISTRO Farm 5. We will now explain what each of these options is, 
and how to use it. 
 

12.1 Bull Team 

 
See section 9.5 – Bull Team 

12.2 Cow Groups 

 
The ability to create groups of females is a very powerful feature of 
MISTRO Farm 5. In essence, all you have to do is make up a name for 
the group and then add the required females to that group. Once you 
have identified your group of animals, you can carry out many tasks on 
that group of cows, and save a lot of data entry. 
 
To work with a group of cows: 
 
Click Groups in the main menu. 
Click the Cow Groups button. 
 
This displays a page with two grids (see the following figure). The grid 
at the top of the page is used to list the groups that you have created 
(the Groups grid). When you select a group in this grid, the animals 
that belong to that group are displayed in the lower grid (the Animals 
grid). The buttons at the right of the Groups grid are used to carry out 
different procedures on your group of animals. 
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Creating a new group of animals. 
 
To create a new group of females: 
 
Click in the Add group. 
 
Type in a short name that identifies the group, and a full description for 
the group. 
 
When you have done this the group name you have just created will be 
highlighted. 
 
You are now ready to identify the animals that belong to this group. 
 

12.2.1 Adding animals to a group. 

 
There are three ways to add animals to a group. 
 
The first of these is to locate each animal you require using your cow 
list. 
 
With the required animal located, click the Add cow to group button at 
the bottom of the page.  
 
A quick way to add a list of cows, is to type the required cow‟s number 
in the ID field in your filter toolbar, then press Enter. This selects the 
Add cow to group button. Pressing Enter again will add the animal to 
the group. The sequence is to type in the cow‟s number, then press 
Enter twice. 
 
In some situations, you may wish to carry out functions on all the dry 
cows, or all the milkers as an example. In this case, you can select the 
required scope on the filter toolbar, and then click the Add all listed 
cows to group button. This adds all the animals in the desired scope 
to the group.  
 
The Add all listed cows to group button also adds all cows that are 
listed on a Report when such a report is loaded. This means you can 
create a list of cows in a Report, and turn them into a group on which 
you can carry out different operations. 
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12.2.2 Modifying a group. 

 
To modify a group of animals, locate the group you require in the 
Groups grid. This will then display the members of that group in the 
Animals grid. You can add further animals to the group as described 
in the previous section. To delete an animal from the group, highlight 
the animal in the Animals grid, and click the Delete cow button. If you 
open a user list, you can also select to Delete all listed animals from 
the group 
 
To delete an entire group, higlight the group in the Groups grid, and 
click the Delete group button at the base of the screen. 
 

12.2.3 Operating on groups of females.   

 
Once you have identified your group of animals, you can carry out any 
of the data entry functions using the buttons on the data entry menu on 
the left of the page.  
Calve - Calve all the cows in the group. 
Health – Record a health event for all the cows in the group. 
Mating - Mate all the cows in the group. 
Treatment – Record a treatment event for all the cows in the group. 
Dry off – Dry off all the cows in the group. 
Sell/Kill – Terminate all the cows in the group. 
Add Event – Add a mating, health event, or treatment for all the cows 
in the group. 
Cow Fields – Set the remark field or herd group field for all cows in the 
group to a selected value. 
Dry off – Register all the cows in the group with a Breed Society. 
 
You can also control all of the aspects of MISTRO Shed, Draft and 
Feed from the menu at the top right.  (Requires the MISTRO Shed, 
Draft or Feed which are optional extras).  From this menu you can also 
export csv files for use in the Ruddweigh and TruTest WOW weigh 
scales. 
 
When you click the Calve button, you will be asked for a calving date 
and calving code. Enter this information and click Save. You will then 
be asked to confirm that you wish to dry off the entire group with the 
details you have entered. Answer Yes (by clicking on the button) and 
MISTRO Farm 5 will calve every cow in the group with the details you 
have entered. 
 
The process results column of the animals grid lets you know if the dry 
off events were processed successfully. An OK will indicate all is well, 
or an error message will be listed. 
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When you click the Health button, you will be asked for a Event 
category, event code, date, farm technician and remark. Enter this 
information and click Save. You will then be asked to confirm that you 
wish to add a health event for the entire group with the details you have 
entered. Answer Yes (by clicking on the button) and MISTRO will 
record the health event for every cow in the group with the details you 
have entered. 
 
The process results column of the animals grid lets you know if the dry 
off events were processed successfully. An OK will indicate all is well, 
or an error message will be listed. 
 
When you click the Mating button, you will be asked for a Type of 
mating, date, sire, farm technician, 2nd split, batch code, and remark. 
Enter this information and click Save. You will then be asked to confirm 
that you wish to add a mating event for the entire group with the details 
you have entered. Answer Yes (by clicking on the button) and MISTRO 
will record the mating event for every cow in the group with the details 
you have entered. 
 
The process results column of the animals grid lets you know if the dry 
off events were processed successfully. An OK will indicate all is well, 
or an error message will be listed. 
 
When you click the Treatment button, you will be asked for a 
Treatment category, treatment code, date, time, farm technician and 
remark. Enter this information and click Save. You will then be asked to 
confirm that you wish to add a treatment event for the entire group with 
the details you have entered. Answer Yes (by clicking on the button) 
and MISTRO will record the treatment event for every cow in the group 
with the details you have entered. 
 
The process results column of the animals grid lets you know if the dry 
off events were processed successfully. An OK will indicate all is well, 
or an error message will be listed. 
 
When you click the Dry off button, you will be asked for a dry off date 
and dry off code. Enter this information and click Save. You will then be 
asked to confirm that you wish to dry off the entire group with the 
details you have entered. Answer Yes (by clicking on the button) and 
MISTRO will dry off every cow in the group with the details you have 
entered. 
 
The process results column of the animals grid lets you know if the dry 
off events were processed successfully. An OK will indicate all is well, 
or an error message will be listed. 
 
When you click the Sell/Kill button, you will be asked for a termination 
date and a termination code. Enter this information and click Save. You 
will then be asked to confirm that you wish to terminate the entire group 
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with the details you have entered. Answer Yes (by clicking on the 
button) and MISTRO will terminate every cow in the group with the 
details you have entered. 
 
When you click the Cow Fields button, you will be asked to choose 
either Herd Group or Remark.  Make your choice, enter the information 
and click Save. You will then be asked to confirm the details you have 
entered. Answer Yes (by clicking on the button) and MISTRO will 
record the event for every cow in the group with the details you have 
entered. 
 
The process results column of the animals grid lets you know if the dry 
off events were processed successfully. An OK will indicate all is well, 
or an error message will be listed. 
 
When you click the Registration button, you will be asked to choose 
either Holstein/Friesian or Jersey.  Make your choice, enter the 
information for each cow as it‟s window pops up and click Save. When 
you have finished setting the trait information for each animal, another 
window will pop up giving you the option to save your file.  Choose 
Save and you will then be asked if you want to email your registration 
file now.  If you are currently connected to the internet choose yes and 
your registration file will be emailed the appropriate breed society. 
 
The process results column of the animals grid lets you know if the dry 
off events were processed successfully. An OK will indicate all is well, 
or an error message will be listed. 
 
For instructions on how to use the MISTRO Shed, Draft and Feed 
functions you should refer to the manuals for those programs. 
 
A little imagination with the Groups window can save a lot of data entry. 
Here are a couple of examples to give you some ideas. 
 
Drying off cows and adding events for dry cow therapy and 
drenching. 
1. Create a user list showing all cows to be dried off between two 

dates (User lists are described on page Error! Bookmark not 
defined.). 

2. Create a group to hold the cows you wish to dry off – select the 
groups tab, create a blank line for a new group, and type in the 
name “Dry off” or something similar. 

3. Click the Add listed cows button to load the cows from the user list 
into the group. 

4. Dry the cows off by clicking the Dry off button. 
5. Then add an event for each cow recording a Fluke drench. 
6. Then add an event for each cow recording a Worm drench. 
7. Then return to the user list and add a condition that restricts the 

cows to those with a peak cell count less than 250. 
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8. Return to the group and click Delete listed cows. This should leave 
you with a group containing all cows that had a high cell count 
during the year. 

9. You could then add an event for each cow with the Add Events 
button to record that these cows received dry cow therapy. 

 
This can all be done without entering a single cow ID! 
 
Recording drench details for your heifers. 
1. Create a group name to hold the ID‟s of your heifers. 
2. Set the scope of the females list at the left of the screen to “Heifers”. 
3. Click the Add listed cows to group button. 
4. Click the Add Events button to add a drench event for each heifer. 
 
Drafting out cows that have not been seen on heat 
1. Create a group name to hold the ID‟s of the required cows. 
2. Set the scope of the females list to “Not yet on heat”. 
3. Click the Add listed cows to group button. 
4. Click the Control shed button to set these cows for drafting at the 

next milking (requires the MISTRO Shed module). 
 

12.3 Breed Registration 

 
When you click the Registration button, you will be asked to choose 
either Holstein/Friesian or Jersey.  Make your choice, enter the 
information for each cow as it‟s window pops up and click Save. When 
you have finished setting the trait information for each animal, another 
window will pop up giving you the option to save your file.  Choose 
Save and you will then be asked if you want to email your registration 
file now.  If you are currently connected to the internet choose yes and 
your registration file will be emailed the appropriate breed society. 
 
The process results column of the animals grid lets you know if the dry 
off events were processed successfully. An OK will indicate all is well, 
or an error message will be listed. 
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13 Herd 
 

The Herd menu contains all of the functions associated with herds in 
MISTRO Farm 5. We will now explain what each of these options is, 
and how to use it. 
 

13.1 Event Summary 

 
To view the health, treatment, and mating events that have occurred on 
your farm: 
 
Click Herd in the main menu. 
Click the Event Summary button. 
 
The following screen will appear. 

 
  
When you first click the Event Summary tab, the list displayed on the 
screen will match the criteria listed at the top of the screen. 
You can modify the events that appear in your list by clicking in the 
cells at the top of the screen and entering the desired information. After 
a short pause, the list will be refreshed to meet your new criteria. The 
criteria that can be used when building a list include: 
 
Herd List only the events occurring in this herd – eg 703243 
Cow List only the events occurring for this cow in the herd 

specified. 
Min Date List only the events occurring after this date. 
Event Only list these events – eg ORBENINLC. 
Category List only the events falling into this category – eg Mating, 

Hormones, or Antibiotics. 
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Sire: List only those events where this sire was used. 
 
The sort order of the list can be modified using the Sort By combo box. 
The sorting options include: 
 
Rec#/Date Sort events in order of the cow‟s herd recording number, 

and for the same cow, list them in date order. 
Rec#/Event Sort events in order of the cow‟s recording number, and 

for the same cow, list them in event code order. 
Date List the events in date order. 
Event/Rec# List the events in order of their event code, and for the 

same code, list them in order of the cow‟s recording 
number.  

Event/Date  List the events in order of their event code, and for the 
same code, list them in date order. 

 
When you have the required records on the list, you can print the list 
using the Print button. 
 

13.1.1 Modifying an existing event. 

 
When you are viewing events on the screen, it is not uncommon to 
locate an incorrect entry. To speed the process of correcting entries, 
you can use the following procedure: 
 
Click on the event and click the Edit button, or Double Click on the 
event in the grid to display it‟s edit screen 
Make any changes to the event and press Save.  Your changes will 
now be saved and viewable in the event window. 
 

13.2 Fertility 

 
The “Fertility” tab of the “Herd” view provides access to an analysis of 
the reproductive performance of your herd. You need to select the 
twelve month period you wish to analyse and any other selections you 
require, and then click the Analyse button. This option provides access 
to the InCalf Feritlity Focus Report which you can then print or save as 
a pdf file if you choose.  When you have finished viewing the report 
click the X in the top right corner to close the report. 
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13.3 Milkcare report 

 
See section 17.2, MG Milkcare report 

13.4 Prod Graphs 

 

 
 
Three sets of graphs are available to assist you in monitoring the milk 
production of your herd. You can plot daily or ten daily milk production 
figures provided by your milk factory, as well as milk production 
statistics measured during herd tests on your farm. 
 
Factory milk production information is entered through the “Diary” view 
discussed later in this manual. Herd test information used for 
constructing graphs is supplied from your herd recording centre. When 
you select the “Graphs” tab from the “Herd” view, you will see the 
following screen. 
 
The type of graph you wish to view is selected using the tabs at the top 
of the view. Select from Herd test, Ten daily, or daily. Each graph gives 
the option of plotting different variables such as litres, fat, and protein. 
You select the variable to graph using the combo box at the top of the 
form. A combo box is a box with a space to type in the value you 
require, and an arrow at the right that can be clicked to view the valid 
entries for that cell. Click on the small arrow at the right of the combo 
box to obtain a list of the available options and make your selection by 
clicking on your choice. 
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Herd test graphs also enable you to graph production for a particular 
agegroup. Select the agegroup you require by clicking on the arrow of 
the second combo box. 
 

13.5 Test Days 

 
The “Test days” tab of the “Herd” view is used to view the average 
production achieved by different groups of cows at your herd tests. This 
information is used to generate the herd test graphs discussed in the 
previous section. 
 
The following screen is used to view your herd test results. 
 

 
 
To view the results of a particular herd test, highlight the required herd 
at the left of the screen. Then highlight the date of the test in the “Herd 
test details” grid. This grid displays the number of animals that were 
tested on the particular day. 
 
The lower part of the view provides a series of tabs that enable you to 
examine the average production statistics for the whole herd, two, 
three, four year olds, and mature cows.  
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13.6 Test Grid 

 

 
 
The “Test Grid” tab of the “Herd” view provides a quick method for 
accessing all the herd test information for your herd. The grid shows 
the identity of each cow at the left of the screen, with her calving date 
and age at calving. The next 12 columns are devoted to displaying the 
results achieved by the cow at each of the last 12 herd tests.  
 
The data displayed in the columns is determined by the drop down 
selection box at the bottom of the screen.You can view litres, protein, 
fat, solids, or cell count produced at each herd test for the cow by 
selecting the desired option.  
 
The previous figure shows a screen displaying the production of milk 
solids for each cow at each herd test. The next two columns at the right 
show the total production in the current lactation, and the previous 
lactation. The last two columns show the number of clinical cases 
suffered by the cow.  
 
When you select to view the cell count for each cow, the right hand 
columns show the peak cell count in the current and previous lactation. 
 
The titles at the head of each column act as buttons as well. Clicking 
on the title of a column will sort that the cows in order of that column. 
This allows you to quickly view your best producing cows at any herd 
test, and then check the production at other tests. Similarly, you can 
quickly get a view of the highest cell cow cows, and see at a glance if 
their cell count has been hight at previous tests. 
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13.7 Wall Chart 

 

 
 
The “Wallchart” tab of the “Herd” view provides a quick method for 
accessing the mating, treatment, and pregnancy test information for 
your cows. It creates a list similar to the classic wallchart that hangs on 
the wall in the dairy.  
  
The columns of the wall chart display each cow cow‟s identity, calving 
date, age, the last five heats or matings recorded, the last five 
reproductive treatments recorded, the date and result of the last 
pregnancy test, and the due to calve date for the cow. 
 
When you open the “Wallchart” tab, the report that is generated will 
include all cows that calved during the last 12 months, and will exclude 
replacement heifers. You can modify these settings using the “Min 
calving date” box at the bottom of the screen, or by clicking on the 
“View replacements” tick box. When you make changes to these 
settings, you need to click the Refresh button to regenerate the list on 
the screen.  
 
Once you have the report you require, you can print it by clicking on the 
Print button. 
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14 Reports 
 

Reports are found in several parts of MISTRO Farm 5 and they enable 
you to list information in the exact format that you require. To create a 
report, you must complete several tasks. These include: 
 

 Specifying the columns you want to appear on your report (the 
fields). 

 Specifying how you want the rows (the records) in the report sorted. 

 Specifying what records you want to appear in your report.  
 
Once you have completed these three steps, you can view the report 
on the screen or print it out. MISTRO Farm 5 also provides the 
convenience of being able to save the specifications for a report so that 
you use it again later without having to re-enter all the specifications 
again. 
 

14.1 User Defined 

User defined reports enable you to design your own reports.  They can 
be as simple, or as complex as you want, and fall into 5 main 
categories – Bull reports, Cow reports, Calf reports, Lactation reports 
and Test reports.  How to prepare these reports is described in the 
following sections. 
 
When you choose any of the user defined reports you will be presented 
with a screen similar to the following. 
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From this window you can either choose to create a new report by 
clicking the Create a new report button, or open a previously saved 
report.  To do this choose your report from the list and click Open. 
The Delete button is used to delete a report from the “Pre-recorded 
reports” grid. 
 
When you first open the Reports screen, the “Pre-recorded reports” 
grid will be blank and the only appropriate operation is to click the 
Create a new report button. 
 

14.1.1 Creating a new report. 

 
When you create a new report your Quick Report tab will display giving 
you the option to choose from one of the pre-formatted reports, or 
create your own by choosing the Select your own fields button.  
When you choose a pre-formatted report the fields will be automatically 
chosen for you.  You can add to these fields or delete fields from the 
report in the fields tab. 
 
The right hand side of the screen displays the tabs that you will use for 
preparing your report.  The 5 tabs are: 
 

 Females to List 
 Quick Reports 
 Fields 
 Sorting 
 Conditions 

 
When you click the Create a New Report window you will be presented 
with the Quick Report Menu.  You can choose the Select your own 
fields button to build your report from scratch.  Once you have done 
this the fields list will be displayed. 

14.1.2 Specifying the fields to list. 

 
The first task in designing a list is to specify what you want to appear in 
each column. 
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Enter the title for your report in the Report Title box. 
To add a new field to your report click the box next to it to put a tick in 
it.  Your field will now be displayed in your report window to the left.  
Scroll up and down the list to display more options, and click on the 
plus sign next to a category to open that category and display it‟s 
options. 
Click the Next button to move on to the sorting criteria. 
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14.1.3 Specifying how you want your list sorted. 

 

  
 
You can sort your list using up to five fields.  
Click the arrow beside the first box below the heading Field.  
This will display a list of the fields you have selected for your report. 
Click on the field you wish to sort by in this drop down list. 
Choose if you want the list sorted in ascending or descending order by 
clicking the small arrow underneath Direction. This will let you chose 
between Ascending and Descending by clicking on the option with the 
mouse.  Ascending is chosen by default 
Click the Next button when you have made these changes. 
 
In some situations you may require more than one field for sorting. For 
example, if you sort your records of cows in order of agegroup, you will 
have many cows in the same agegroup. You will get a better report if 
you sort the list on both agegroup and herd recording number. By 
specifying both fields, the records that have the same agegroup will be 
sorted in order of herd recording number. You can nominate up to five 
fields for sorting and that should be more than adequate for most 
reports. 
 
Once you have set the sort order you require, you need to tell MISTRO 
which records you would like to retrieve. This is done with the next 
screen. 
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14.1.4 Specifying which records you wish to include in your list. 

 

  
 
Conditions can be placed on a list to determine which records should 
appear. The Conditions Wizard shows a list of active conditions in the 
centre of the screen. When you create a new list, there will be no 
conditions acting. 
 
In some situations, you will want to list all records in the database. In 
this case, you would just click the Next button without applying any 
conditions – leave the conditions display blank. 
 
If you wish to restrict the records in the list, you need to create a 
condition. For example, let us imagine that we are only interested in 
lactations that have a Peak ICCC more than 500,000. To create such a 
condition, click the Add button at the bottom of the Wizard. This will 
display a further screen for creating the condition. 
 
The four steps to creating a condition are numbered in the above 
screen. To nominate the condition, field, and operator, you click the 
small arrow to the right of the combo box and make your choice from 
the drop down list. Let‟s deal with the easy ones first. 
 
Step 2. Selecting a field for your conditions. 
 
The drop down list for the source Field (displayed when you click on 
the arrow at the right of the field) will contain all the fields that are 
currently selected for printing in your report. Select the field on which 
you wish to create the condition from this list. For example, select Peak 
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ICCC if you want to create a condition listing animals with a Peak ICCC 
greater than 500. 
 
 
Step 3. Selecting an operator. 
  
The drop down list of Operators provides seven options. The first six 
are self explanatory. There are occasions when you will only want cows 
with a particular field equal to a value, greater than a value, and so on. 
The last operator listed is Contains. 
 
The Contains operator is used when placing a condition on a text field. 
A text field contains characters rather than numbers. For example, the 
registered name of a cow. You use this operator when you are looking 
for a part of a name. For example, you may wish to locate all the bulls 
that have the text VALIANT as part of their registered name. In this 
case, the condition would be “if Registered Name contains VALIANT”. 
 
Step 4. Selecting a value for comparison.  
  
The Value is generally a number or a date that is used to compare with 
the Field in the condition. The Value is 500 for the condition “if Peak 
ICCC is greater than 500”.  
 
In most cases, you will just want to compare a field with a value that 
you type in as in the previous example. Other examples where a 
comparison value is typed in include: 
 
If calving date is greater than 1/8/03 
If last heat date is less than 1/11/03 
 
In these cases, click on the Value heading to place a dot beside it (this 
is the way MISTRO normally sets the screen up). The field below will 
then allow you to type in the comparison value you require. 
 
In some special rare cases, you might like to compare two fields. In this 
case, you would click on the Another Field heading. You will then 
need to select a field for comparison. An example of this might be: 
 
If Current PI is less than the cow‟s Average PI. 
If Litres produced in the current lactation is greater than Litres 
produced in the previous lactation.  
 
In these special cases, both sides of the condition are fields within the 
database.  
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Step 1. Selecting a condition. 
 
There are four types of conditions. These are: 
 
And 
Or 
) and ( 
) or ( 
 
The type of condition is important if you are to get the animals you 
require on your list. 
 
The first condition in a list should always use the And condition. Think 
of the first condition in the following terms: “I want a cow to appear on 
my list if she is in my database And she fits this condition”. 
 
Examples of single conditions on a user list include: 
 
And Calving date is less than 1/10/03 
And Peak ICCC is greater than 250 
 
The task gets more complicated when you want to apply more than one 
condition. 
 
Think about mating time and consider the conditions necessary to get 
the cows required for a vet visit. You might want to get the vet to check 
the following groups of cows.  
 
Cows that have not been on heat and were calved before the 1/9/03. 
Cows that had an RFM at calving. 
Cows that had a CIDR inserted on the 1/11/03. 
 
Will the following set of conditions get you the cows you require ? 
 
Include the cow in the list if she is in my database  
And her calving date is less than 1/09/03 
And her last heat is blank (in other words, she hasn‟t had one) 
Or her last problem code was an RFM 
Or her last problem code was treatment with a CIDR 
And her last problem date was 1/11/03. 
 
The answer is No !  
 
You would in fact get the cows that have not been on heat, or have had 
an RFM, or were treated with a CIDR, but only if the last problem date 
for the cows was 1/11/03 (the last And condition). The computer works 
down the list of conditions when deciding whether a cow should be 
included and does not consider the separate groups you are really 
looking for. 
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The list of required cows I specified above is in fact more complex and 
has three distinct separate groups. 
 
Group 1 Cows that have not been on heat and were calved before 

the 1/9/03. 
Group 2 Cows that had an RFM at calving. 
Group 3 Cows that had a CIDR inserted on the 1/11/03. 
 
To obtain these three groups of cows, you must use the following 
conditions 
 
Include the cow in the list if she is in my database  
) And ( her calving date is less than 1/09/03 
           And her last heat is blank (in other words, she hasn‟t had one) 
) Or (  her last problem code was an RFM 
) Or (  her last problem code was treatment with a CIDR 
           And her last problem date was 1/11/03. 
 
In this situation, the bracketed operators group your conditions together 
and MISTRO solves the conditions within the brackets first. You can 
see for the three groups of cows required, there are three bracketed 
operators. These conditions will get you the cows you require. 
 
What would the following conditions provide ? 
 
Include the cow in the list if she is in my database  
) And ( her calving date is less than 1/09/03 
           ) And ( her last heat is blank (in other words, she hasn‟t had 
one) 
                      Or   her last problem code was an RFM 
           ) Or (  her last problem code was treatment with a CIDR 
                     And her last problem date was 1/11/03. 
 
The answer: 
 
Cows with a calving date less than 1/9/03 
    That have not been on heat or had an RFM 
    Or that have had a CIDR inserted on the 1/11/03. 
 
A totally different group of cows ! 
 
 
 
What would the following conditions provide ? 
 
Include the cow in the list if she is in my database  
) And ( her calving date is less than 1/09/03 
            And her last heat is blank (in other words, she hasn‟t had one) 
            Or   her last problem code was an RFM 
 ) Or (  her last problem code was treatment with a CIDR 
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            And her last problem date was 1/11/03. 
 
The answer: 
 
Cows with a calving date less than 1/9/03 that have not been on heat 
or had an RFM 
As well as the cows that had a CIDR inserted on the 1/11/03. 
 
Another different set of cows. 
 
When you have finished designing your condition, click the OK button. 
Your new condition will then appear in the Condition window. 
 
All active conditions are listed in the Conditions dialog. You can edit a 
particular condition by clicking on it in the list so that it is highlighted, 
and then clicking the Edit button. To delete an active condition, 
highlight the condition by clicking on it, and then click the Remove 
button. 
 
Click the Next button when you have successfully created a condition 
on the Peak ICCC. 
 

 
You can also set quick conditions for your reports by clicking on the 
Females to list tab on the right of your report window.  This will give 
you the option to choose from specific groups of cows as if you were 
using the Filter Toolbar. 
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14.1.5 Saving a report specification. 

 

  
 
You have the option of saving this report specification so that you can 
use the list again at a later date. To do this, click on Save in the area 
above the report and enter a Report save name, then click the OK 
button to save the specification for later use. A message will then 
appear to confirm that the Report has been saved. If a report already 
exists with the same name, you will be asked if you wish to replace the 
existing report. 
 
View the list by clicking the Open button once you have given the 
report a title and saved the specification if you desire. 
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14.1.6 Adding cows to a cow group. 

 
 

You can add the cows listed in a report directly to a cow group.  Simply 
click the Add to group button and choose the group you wish to add 
the cows to.  You can also delete listed cows from a cow group by 
clicking the Delete from group button.  Cows can also be added to 
Feed/Herd groups from within the reports window by clicking the Feed 
Group button.  Clicking this button will also allow you to add a remark 
to all cows listed in a report. 
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14.1.7 Viewing a report. 

 
The following screen is used to display saved Reports.  It is the same 
screen that opens when you are creating a new Report. 
 

 
 
To open an existing Report click on it‟s name and press Open.  To 
delete reports you no longer need, click on the report name, then press 
Delete. 
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14.1.8 Manipulating a report on the screen. 

 
 
The Report Viewer displays the list in a grid. The titles for each column 
are displayed at the top of the grid. You can sort any of these columns 
by clicking on it and choosing Sort on this column. To change the sort 
order click on the column header again and click Change sort order. 
You can also rearrange the columns in the list by dragging the column 
titles. This is done by locating the mouse pointer over a column, 
pressing and holding the left mouse button, moving the mouse to the 
left or right, and then releasing the mouse button. The column will 
remain in the position chosen when you release the mouse button. 
 
At the top of the report, a number of buttons are provided. The Print 
button will print the report on your default printer. The Move button will 
allow you to reposition the cursor in the list. The Lock button will lock 
the left hand column so that it does not scroll off the screen. The 
Unlock button will release this column so that is will scroll off the 
screen. The Close button will close the report and return you to the 
User List dialog.  
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14.2 Bull Reports 

 

 
 
Bull Reports are prepared in exactly the same way as all other reports, 
they just contain fields which are pertinent to the Bull database of 
MISTRO Farm 5 
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14.3 Cow Reports 

 

 
 
Cow Reports are prepared in exactly the same way as all other reports, 
they just contain fields which are pertinent to the Cow database of 
MISTRO Farm 5 
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14.4 Calf Reports 

 

 
 
Calf Reports are prepared in exactly the same way as all other reports, 
they just contain fields which are pertinent to the Calf database of 
MISTRO Farm 5 
 



 105 

14.5 Lactation Reports 

 

 
 
Lactation Reports are prepared in exactly the same way as all other 
reports, they just contain fields which are pertinent to the Lactation 
database of MISTRO Farm 5 
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14.6 Test Reports 

 

 
 
Test Reports are prepared in exactly the same way as all other reports, 
they just contain fields which are pertinent to the Herd Test database of 
MISTRO Farm 5 
 

14.7 Event Reports 
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Event Reports are prepared in exactly the same way as all other 
reports, they just contain fields which are pertinent to the Event 
database of MISTRO Farm 5 
 

14.8 Weight Reports 

 

 
 
Weight Reports are prepared in exactly the same way as all other 
reports, they just contain fields which are pertinent to the Weight 
database of MISTRO Farm 5 
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14.9 Fertility 

 

 
 
The “Fertility” tab of the “Reports” menu provides access to an analysis 
of the reproductive performance of your herd. You need to select the 
twelve month period you wish to analyse and any other selections you 
require, and then click the Analyse button. This option provides access 
to the InCalf Feritlity Focus Report which you can then print or save as 
a pdf file if you choose.  When you have finished viewing the report 
click the X in the top right corner to close the report. 

14.8 Mating 
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This is a pre-formatted mating report. 
 

14.9 Vet Check 

 

 
 
This is a pre-formatted vet check report. 
 

14.10 Preg Testing 
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This is a pre-formatted pregnancy test report. 
 

14.11 Due to dry next week 

 

 
 
This is a pre-formatted due to dry next week report. 
 

14.12 Due next week 
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This is a pre-formatted due next week report. 
 

14.13 Due in 2 weeks  

 

 
 
This is a pre-formatted due in 2 weeks report. 
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14.14 Culling List 

 

 
 
This is a pre-formatted culling list report. 
 

14.15 High Cell Counts 

 

 
 



 113 

This is a pre-formatted high cell count report. 
 

14.16 Herd Test Data Sheet 

 

 
 
This is a pre-formatted herd test data sheet report. 
 

14.17 Test Production 
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This is a pre-formatted test production report. 
 

14.18 Withholding 

 

 
 
This is a pre-formatted withholding report. 
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14.19 Cow Daughters 

 

 
 
This is a pre-formatted cow daughters report. 
 

14.20 Bull Daughters 
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This is a pre-formatted bull daughters report. 
 

14.21 Cow Register 

 

 
 
This is a pre-formatted cow register report. 
 

14.22 Calf Register 
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This is a pre-formatted calf register report. 
 

15 Diary 
 

The Herd menu contains all of the functions associated with herds in 
MISTRO Farm 5. We will now explain what each of these options is, 
and how to use it. 
 

15.1 Diary 

 
The “Diary” is used to record the daily happenings on the farm as well 
as herd production and feeding information. 
 
To open the Diary: 
 
Click Diary in the main menu. 
Click the Diary button. 
 
The following screen will appear. 
 

 
 
The Diary has eight tabs that are used to enter and view different types 
of information. The functions carried out by each of the tabs are as 
follows: 
  
Daily: A brief description of the weather and the daily milk 

production statistics provided by your milk factory. 
10 Daily: Record production and feeding information on a ten 

daily, weekly, monthly, or daily basis. 
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Grazing: Enter your grazing records for the day. 
Notes: Enter notes for the day just as you would with a 

conventional diary. 
Search: Search your diary notes for a particular entry. 
Reminders: View diary entries for the next week to provide reminders 

for specific tasks. 
 

15.1.1 Locating the date and herd you require. 

 
The first task in using the diary is to select the desired date. A calendar 
is shown in the top left corner of the view for this purpose. Click the 
mouse on the desired day of the current month. If you wish to view a 
previous or later month, click the left and right facing arrows located in 
the title of the calendar. This will move the calendar forwards or 
backwards one month at a time. 
 
Once you have selected the required date, you must nominate the herd 
for which you wish to record information. This is done using the 
Current herd grid. Just click on the herd that you wish to use. 
 

15.1.2 Entering daily weather and production information. 

 
The diary allows you to record some brief weather information, and the 
daily production of your herd. To do this: 
 
Open the Diary. 
Click the Daily tab. 
Locate the desired date in the calendar as described above. 
Click the mouse in the cell(s) where you wish to enter or change 
information. 
Type in the value(s) you require. 
MISTRO Farm 5 automatically saves your information as you enter it. 
 
The daily production figures are used to generate graphs. To obtain 
appropriate graphs, enter the production information using the units 
shown (eg Kg of fat) and also enter the number of cows milked on each 
day. 
 

15.1.3 Entering periodic production, feeding, and pasture information. 

 
MISTRO Farm 5 allows you to record milk production, feed inputs, and 
pasture information on a regular basis. Several options are available for 
recording periodic information.  
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These include: 
 

 Ten daily 

 Weekly 

 Monthly 

 Daily 
 
Nominate the type of recording you wish to use with the Setup function. 
Once you have nominated your preference, the second tab on the 
Diary view will be labelled appropriately. Most Victorian dairy farmers 
should select the Ten Daily option which matches the production 
periods used by the major Co-operatives. 
 
To enter periodic information: 
Open the Diary. 
Click the 10 day tab (or the alternative you have selected). 
Locate the desired date and herd at the left of the screen as described 
above. 
This will display the following screen. 
 

 
 
MISTRO Farm 5 will locate the period which includes the date selected 
in your calendar and display a page with a further series of tabs. 
 
The 10 Day tab in the second row is used to enter the milk production 
statistics for the period indicated in the first line of the page. Click the 
mouse in the cell(s) you require and type in the information provided by 
your milk factory. These production figures are used in MISTRO to 
generate graphs of ten daily production. The Calf milk field is used to 
record milk that is withdrawn from the vat for calf feeding and as a 
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result is not supplied to your milk company. Your information is saved 
by MISTRO as you enter the data. 
 
Once you have recorded the milk production statistics for the period, 
you need to record the feed inputs to different classes of stock. The 
next four tabs labelled Milkers, Dries, Heifers and Calves are used 
for this.  Each of these screens is identical and works in the same way. 
The operation of the Milkers page is described in the next section. 
 
If you supply Murray Goulburn, a button will appear that allows your 10 
daily production information to be loaded directly from their supplier 
program, MG Farm. 
 

15.1.4 Entering records of supplementary feeding. 

 
The supplementary feed provided to your stock is recorded through the 
10 day tab of the “Diary View”. The four tabs labelled Milkers, Dries, 
Heifers and Calves in the next row are used for this purpose. Each of 
these screens is identical and works in the same way. The Milkers 
page is shown in the following figure: 
 

  
 
To record the feed inputs for a particular class of stock, complete the 
following steps: 
 
Click in the field labelled At Home. 
Type in the number of milkers (dries, heifers, or calves depending on 
the page) that were grazing the home farm during the period indicated 
at the top of the page, and press Enter. 
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Now type in the number of stock that were grazing off the farm on 
agistment (in the field next to the label Away) during the period, and 
press Enter. 
You will now move into the Feeding grid.  
 
The Feeding grid is used to record what has been fed to the stock.  
In the first column, type in the name of the feed that was fed. 
Alternatively, click the small arrow at the right of the cell and select the 
feed you require. Press the Enter key when you have made your 
selection. 
 
The third column displays the units used to measure quantities of the 
feed you have selected. This column cannot be changed. It is shown so 
that you know how to enter the quantity of feed provided in the second 
column. Type in the average quantity of feed fed per day during the 
period using the units displayed in the third column. For example, 3 
rolls per day or 4 kgs per day. Press Enter when you have made this 
entry. 
 
The cursor will now move to the final column labelled At Home. Set 
this field to “True” if the feed was fed on the home dairy farm. Set it to 
“False” if it was fed off the farm on a lease or agistment block. 
 
When you press Enter, MISTRO Farm 5 will return to the next row in 
the grid awaiting the next type of feed that was used during the period. 
Continue the process until all feed inputs during the period have been 
recorded. 
 
At the bottom of the page, there is a small section into which you can 
type any brief notes you wish to about the feeds that were used. Just 
click in the box and type in what you require. 
 
MISTRO Farm 5saves your information automatically as you make 
entries in the supplementary feed input screens. 
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15.1.5 Entering records of fodder conservation and pasture availability. 

 
The pasture availability on your farm and the quantities of fodder 
conserved are recorded through the 10 day tab of the “Diary View”. 
The last tab labelled Pasture in the next row is used for this purpose 
and clicking on this tab displays the following screen. 
 

 
 
The first three fields are used to record the average pasture cover on 
the farm (measured in rising plate cm or kg DM/ha), the area withdrawn 
for fodder conservation, and the area withdrawn for cultivation. Click in 
the required cell(s) with the mouse and type in the value(s) you require. 
The grid is used to record details of any fodder conserved on the farm. 
 
To record the quantity of fodder conserved on the farm, click in the cell 
under the column labelled Type of feed. Type in the name of the feed 
that was conserved (eg Hay, Silage) or make your selection using the 
arrow to the right. In the next column, record the quantity conserved 
using the units displayed in the third column. 
 
MISTRO saves your entries automatically when you move around in 
this screen or exit the view. 

 

15.1.6 Recording the grazings on your farm. 

 
Records of where and when cows graze can provide useful information 
on the performance of individual paddocks. The Diary provides a 
screen for recording where stock graze each day. To do this: 
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Open the Diary. 
Locate the desired date and herd at the left of the screen as described 
above. 
Click the Grazing tab. 
 
This will display the following screen. 
 

 
 
MISTRO Farm 5 positions the cursor at the bottom of the grid ready to 
accept details of the day‟s grazings. 
 
Type in the number or name of the paddock that was grazed and press 
Enter. 
Then confirm the date that the animals went into the paddock in the 
next column. 
If the animals went into the paddock in the morning, select AM as the 
value of the third column, PM if they entered the paddock in the 
afternoon.  
Select the type of stock (Milkers, Dries, Yearlings, and Calves) that 
went into the paddock in the next column. 
Type in number of days they spent in the paddock and you can 
estimate the yield of pasture if you wish.  
The last column can be used to record any brief comments about the 
grazing. Press Enter to move between columns, and after the last 
column you will be returned to a new record at the bottom of the grid, 
ready to record the next grazing that occurred on that day. 
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15.1.7 Entering diary notes. 

 
You can keep notes in your MISTRO Farm 5 diary just as you would 
with a written diary. The main improvement over the written form is that 
you can search your diary quickly for particular entries. 
 
To make notes in your diary: 
 
Open the Diary. 
Locate the desired date using the calendar at the left of the screen. 
Click the Notes tab. 
 
A blank white page will appear with the cursor flashing in the top left 
corner of the page – just like a blank page in your diary. Type in any 
notes you require. It is worth using a consistent approach when 
entering your notes to assist in searching your diary at a later date. In 
other words, always record particular events in a particular way.  
 
For example, you may wish to use your diary to record business trips to 
town in your diesel ute. To do this, always record the entry as “Ute to 
town”. You will then be able to find these entries easily at a later date 
using the search facilities described below. 
 
The remaining four tabs on the diary view are used to extract 
information from your diary entries. 
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15.1.8 Searching your diary. 

 
MISTRO Farm 5 provides you with the ability to search your diary 
quickly. To search your diary: 
 
Open the Diary. 
Click the Search tab. 
The following screen will appear. 
 

 
 
When you first enter this screen, all your diary entries will be listed in 
the grid on the right. 
At the top of the page is a cell labelled “Search diary for what text” 
where you can type in what you are looking for.  
Click in this cell and type in the text you wish to use for searching. 
For example, you might want to view all the entries you have made that 
refer to your brother Bill. 
Type Bill in as the search text. 
Click the Search button. 
MISTRO will now list all entries containing the text “Bill” in the grid at 
the bottom of the screen. 
You can print this list by clicking on the Print button. 
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15.1.9 Checking your diary for reminders. 

 
You can make diary entries for future dates just as you can with a 
written diary. To check on entries recorded during the next week: 
 
Open the Diary. 
Click the Reminders tab. 
 
All the diary entries in the next week will be displayed on the screen 
and can be printed using the Print button. 
 
 

15.2 10 Day Records 

See 15.1.2 - Entering periodic production, feeding, and pasture 
information.  
 

15.3 Rain 

 
To view a chart of your rainfall records during the previous two years: 
 
Open the Diary. 
Click the Rainfall tab. 
 
A screen will be displayed showing your rainfall totals during the last 
two years. A graph is also provided for a quick comparison. To 
recalculate your rainfall totals after you have made daily entries, you 
must click the Update stats button at the bottom of the screen. 
 
A small grid at the bottom left of the screen shows the days on which 
rain has occurred, working backwards from today. To the right of this, 
the grid displays the total rainfall for each month, for every year that 
you have recorded, with the average rainfall for each month calculated 
at the top of the grid. This can be printed using the Print button 
provided. 
 

15.4 Calculate cow numbers 

 
This button enables MISTRO to do a calculation of what your cow 
numbers would have been at a specific date.  This is often useful at tax 
time. 
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16 Farm 
 

The Farm menu contains areas which describe all physical features of 
your farm along with details of activities conducted on the farm over 
selected periods. We will now explain what each of these options is, 
and how to use it. 

16.1 Irrigation Supplies 

 

 
 
Click Add to add a new “Water supply” and fill in the details.  The only 
details which need to be completed are the name of the water supply, 
the description, and the area supplied, as MISTRO Farm 5 will 
calculate year to date, Average used, Average Irrigation and 
No.Times Irrigated, using information you enter as the season 
progresses. 
 
Continue entering data until all water supplies on your farm have been 
entered.  Should you need to edit or delete any of your water supplies 
click the Edit or Delete buttons. 
 

16.2 Paddocks 
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Click Add to add a new “Paddock” and fill in the details. 
 
Continue entering data until all paddocks on your farm have been 
entered.  Should you need to edit or delete any of your paddocks click 
the Edit or Delete buttons. 
 

16.3 Fertiliser Applied 

 

 
 
To record key details of individual fertiliser applications, shortly after the 
completion of each application, click Farm in the main menu, then click 
the Fertiliser Applied button. 
 
Click Add new application and enter the Date the fertiliser was 
applied and then proceed along the row entering details of Amount 
applied in tonnes, N% (percentage of Nitrogen in the fertiliser), P% 
(percentage of Phosphorus in the fertiliser), K% (percentage of 
Potassium in the fertiliser) and S% (percentage of Sulphur in the 
fertiliser). 
 
Before creating another new fertiliser application (while the application 
you are entering is highlighted), use the mouse to click New paddock 
in the “Paddocks where fertiliser applied” grid. 
 
Then type in the Paddock Name and the Rate applied (in kg per 
hectare) for each of the paddocks involved in this application. 
 
When these details have been entered, repeat the procedure for any 
other fertiliser applications still to be recorded. 
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All details entered in this way will be saved automatically by MISTRO 
Farm 5. However, they can be re-viewed and altered at any time, if 
required.  
 

16.4 Fertiliser List 

 

 
 
To view a list of your fertiliser applications, click Farm in the main 
menu, then click the Fertiliser List button.  You can specify a date 
range to view the list by, and also choose a paddock range 
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16.5 Grazing History 

 

 
 
The grazing history of paddocks provides a good indication of which 
are your best and which are your worst paddocks. It also provides 
records for quality assurance programs that will enable you to 
demonstrate when paddocks were grazed relative to chemical 
treatments. 
 
Click Farm in the main menu, then click the Grazing History button.  
to enter and view information about grazings. 
 
Daily records of grazings are usually entered through the Diary view, 
but can also be entered using the previous screen. 
 
To enter the details of an individual grazing event: 
Click Add Grazing Records. 
Type in the name or number of the paddock grazed. It must already 
have been entered on the system. A list can be viewed by clicking on 
the small arrow at the right of the field. 
Then proceed across the row typing in the DATE the grazing 
commenced, the TIME (AM or PM) the grazing commenced, the type of 
STOCK involved (milkers, drys, yearlings or calves), the number of 
DAYS the grazing lasted, and any REMARKS you may care to record 
beside the grazing (e.g. paddock fed off in three strips over 36 hours). 
Move between the columns by pressing the Enter key. 
 
When you have entered all the information in a row, a new row will be 
created for recording another grazing event (e.g. the grazing by a 
separate group of stock on the same day, or the grazing by the same 
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stock on the next day etc.). Use the same procedure for entering the 
relevant details. 
 
Once the details of all grazing events have been entered they will be 
saved automatically by MISTRO Farm 5. However, they can be added 
to or edited at any time by re-opening this window. 
 
The Grazings tab is also used to view your records. The fields at the 
top of the view can be used to specify which grazings you wish to view. 
For example, you might be interested in listing all the grazings by the 
calves during a particular period. To do this, click on the small arrow 
beside the Stock field and select calves from the list by clicking on 
“Calves”. Then click in the Date range field and enter the start date of 
the range. Then click the to field and enter the end date of the range. 
As you change these entries, MISTRO will automatically refresh the list 
after a short delay (every couple of seconds). The list will then show 
the grazings you require and will total the number of grazing days listed 
and the estimated yield of pasture for the period. 
 
You can print the list of grazings shown in the grid by clicking on the 
print button. 
 

16.6 Irrigations 

 

 
 
To view a list of your irrigations, click Farm in the main menu, then click 
the Irrigations button 
 
The Irrigation window has three sections: 
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The top section (headed “Water Supply”) lists details of the farm‟s 
water supplies in a grid (as entered through the Farm tab), and 
provides a running summary of water use and performance in the 
season to date. 
 
The middle section (headed “Irrigations”) contains a grid into which you 
can enter details of each irrigation, from each of the water supplies 
listed in the top section. 
  
The bottom section (headed “Paddocks irrigated”) contains a grid in 
which you can list the individual paddocks that were watered during 
each irrigation. 

16.6.1 Recording a single irrigation. 

 
Select the water supply that you have just used for irrigation from the 
drop down box.  
 
When you have selected the required water supply, the irrigation grid 
will list the irrigations that have occurred from that supply. 
 
To enter information about an irrigation from the water supply you have 
selected, click New Irrigation. 
 
Type in the Date of the irrigation and then proceed through the form 
entering details of Water Used in Megalitres, Area Irrigated in 
hectares, Meter Reference (meter reading at the end of the irrigation), 
and any Remarks you may care to record against the irrigation (e.g. 
cut short due to rain, alarm clock failed etc.). The number in the final 
column -”Water Used (ML/ha)” - will be calculated automatically by 
MISTRO Farm 5.  
 
Before creating another irrigation from this irrigation supply (i.e. while 
the current irrigation you are entering is highlighted), use the mouse to 
click the first cell in the “Paddocks irrigated” section. Type in the name 
or names of the paddocks involved in this irrigation.  
 
If you have irrigated all the paddocks supplied by this water source, you 
can click the Full irrigation button and this will add all the paddocks 
irrigated from that supply to the grid. 
 
When these details have been entered, repeat the procedure for 
irrigations from other water supplies, or for irrigations at different dates 
from the same water supply. 
 
When all details of the last irrigation or irrigations have been entered, 
click the Update statistics button (above the “Irrigations” section). This 
will recalculate all the performance statistics to include the latest 
changes. 
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All details entered in this way will be saved automatically by MISTRO 
Farm 5. However, they can be re-viewed and altered at any time, if 
required.  
 

16.7 Paddock Summary 

 

 
The paddock summary window provides a form divided into three 
sections. The fertiliser grid displays all fertiliser that has been applied to 
the current paddock. This information can only be viewed and is 
derived from information you supply through the fertiliser tab. 
 
The irrigation grid lists all the irrigations for the current paddock. Once 
again, this information is viewed and the actual data is entered through 
the irrigation tab. 
 
The paddock procedure window is used to record chemical treatments 
in paddocks. To do this: 
Click the New record button. 
Choose the date of the treatment and type in the procedure that was 
completed. For example (sprayed the paddock with Lemat to control 
lucerne flea. 
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17 MG 
 

The MG menu contains all of the functions associated with interfacing 
with the Murray Goulburn database in MISTRO Farm 5.  We will now 
explain what each of these options is, and how to use it. 
 

17.1 MG Farm.Import 

This option allows you to import your production data direct from the 
Murray Goulburn server.  This will automatically fill in the daily details in 
your Diary Production area of MISTRO Farm 5. 
 

17.2 Milkcare report. 

This option allows you to print your Murray Goulburn Milk Care report. 
 

 
 
18 NLIS 
 

The NLIS menu contains all of the functions associated with interfacing 
with the NLIS database in MISTRO Farm 5.  We will now explain what 
each of these options is, and how to use it. 
 

18.1 Download NLIS 

 

 
 

To use the NLIS features in MISTRO Farm 5, you must firstly enter 
your NLIS database details into the program.  A screen will pop up 
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allowing you to do this, or you can enter them through the Customise 
Farm screen. You must enter your NLIS PIC number for your farm, the 
user name which you have registered with NLIS and the password for 
your account. You get a user name and password by a request on the 
NLIS web site. The download procedure downloads a file containing all 
the electronic and tag IDs currently found on your farm. 

18.2 Validate NLIS 

 
 

The Validate NLIS button checks your MISTRO Farm 5 database for 
missing NLIS tags and electronic ID‟s.  If you have tag numbers 
entered, this routine will complete the electronic ID details, and vice 
versa. To use this function, your must first have downloaded the tag 
information from the NLIS database. 
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19 Pocket 
 

The Pocket menu contains all of the functions associated with 
interfacing into the MISTRO Pocket Palm Pilot application in MISTRO 
Farm 5.  We will now explain what each of these options is, and how to 
use it. 
 

19.1 Palm OS 

 

19.1.1 Getting Started Guide 

 

Read the Getting Started Guide to help you setup and configure your 
Palm Pilot with MISTRO Farm 5 and MISTRO Pocket.  It also includes 
how to transfer data between MISTRO Farm and MISTRO Pocket in 
greater detail. 
 

19.1.2 Set Calving Paddocks 

 

 
 
You can set any of your MISTRO Farm 5 paddocks as calving 
paddocks for your MISTRO Pocket.  To do so click Calving paddocks 
in your Customise menu and then click Add. 
 
You will then be presented with another window which will give you the 
opportunity to select from your already created MISTRO Farm 5 
paddocks. 
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Click the small box with 3 dots to display the paddock list, make your 
choice and press Select to add the paddock to your list in MISTRO 
Pocket.  The next time you synchronise your paddock will be visible in 
MISTRO Pocket 
 

19.1.3 Install Pocket on Device 

 

After reading the Getting Started Guide you use this option to copy 
MISTRO Pocket and your herd‟s data to the Palm device.  Click this 
button and follow the instructions on the screen.  
 

19.1.4 Reset Conduit 

 

The reset conduit option allows you to reset the conduit that is used to 
synchronise information between your computer and your palm pilot.  
You will generally only need to use this option if you have errors in the 
HotSync process during the MISTRO data transfer, or it doesn't 
transfer any MISTRO data in a HotSync. 
 

19.1.5 Remove Conduit 

 

The remove conduit option allows you to remove the conduit that is 
used to synchronise information between your computer and your palm 
pilot.  You will generally only need to use this option if you have errors 
in the HotSync process during the MISTRO data transfer, or it doesn't 
transfer any MISTRO data in a HotSync.  You should only do this under 
direction from a MISTRO support person. 

 

19.1.6 Full Export 

 

The Full Export option will perform a full export of all of the data in your 
MISTRO Farm 5 program to your MISTRO Pocket.  This option should 
be used with caution, as if you have modified records still on your 
MISTRO Pocket they will be lost if Full Export is run. 
 



 138 

19.1.7 Sync Pocket 

 

This Sync Pocket option would generally not be used.  When you do a 
HotSync from your Palm MISTRO Farm will automatically detect this 
and import your new data.  This menu option will manually run the 
import process.  
 

19.2 Windows Mobile 

 

19.2.1 Getting Started Guide 

 

Read the Getting Started Guide to help you setup and configure your 
Windows Mobile device with MISTRO Farm 5 and MISTRO Pocket.  It 
also includes how to transfer data between MISTRO Farm and 
MISTRO Pocket in greater detail. 
 

19.2.2 Set Calving Paddocks 

 

 
 
You can set any of your MISTRO Farm 5 paddocks as calving 
paddocks for your MISTRO Pocket.  To do so click Calving paddocks 
in your Customise menu and then click Add. 
 
You will then be presented with another window which will give you the 
opportunity to select from your already created MISTRO Farm 5 
paddocks. 
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Click the small box with 3 dots to display the paddock list, make your 
choice and press Select to add the paddock to your list in MISTRO 
Pocket.  The next time you synchronise your paddock will be visible in 
MISTRO Pocket 
 

19.2.3 Install Pocket on Device 

 

After reading the Getting Started Guide you use this option to copy 
MISTRO Pocket and your herd‟s data to the Windows Mobile device.  
Click this button and follow the instructions on the screen.  
 

19.2.4 Full Export 

 

The Full Export option will perform a full export of all of the data in your 
MISTRO Farm 5 program to your MISTRO Pocket.  This option should 
be used with caution, as if you have modified records still on your 
MISTRO Pocket they will be lost if Full Export is run. 
 

19.2.5 Sync Pocket 

 

This Sync Pocket option would generally not be used.  When you do a 
HotSync from your Windows Mobile device MISTRO Farm will 
automatically detect this and import your new data.  This menu option 
will manually run the import process.  
 

19.3 View Last Sync Log 

 
This option allows you to view the details of the last import of Pocket 
data into Farm 5 as part of the sync process. 
 
 



 140 

20 Shed 
 

The Shed menu contains all of the functions associated with interfacing 
into MISTRO Shed, MISTRO Feed, MISTRO Draft and other 
automated shed systems in MISTRO Farm 5. We will now explain what 
each of these options is, and how to use it. 
 

20.1 Auto Sheds 

 
This function of MISTRO Farm 5 enables you to set all of the options 
for your auto shed program should you have one installed.  If you have 
either MISTRO Shed, MISTRO Draft, or MISTRO Feed installed you 
will find information on how to configure this part of MISTRO Farm 5 in 
the appropriate manual.  For instructions on how to setup auto shed 
functions with any other auto ID program contact MISTRO. 

20.2 Set Draft 

 
This option allows you to draft cows from within MISTRO Farm 5.  
Consult your MISTRO Draft manual for more details. 

20.3 Set Alert 

 
This option allows you to set alerts for cows from within MISTRO Farm 
5.  Consult your MISTRO Shed or MISTRO Feed manual for more 
details. 
 

20.4 Set Feed 

 
This option allows you to feed cows from within MISTRO Farm 5.  
Consult your MISTRO Shed or MISTRO Feed manual for more details. 
 

20.5 Set Withhold 

 
This option is only used if you have a link enabled to an Alpro shed 
control. 
 

20.6 Herd Feed Groups 

 
Any cow any MISTRO Farm 5 can be allocated to a Herd Feed Group.  
To set the names for your herd feed groups click Add on the Herd 
Feed Groups form and enter whatever name you choose to give your 
Herd Feed Group.  You then allocate the amount of feed required for 
each group from each feed head. 
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You can also use Herd Feed Groups to separate cows in your herd.  
For example, this might be useful if you allocate autumn calving cows 
to herd group number 1, and spring calving cows to herd group number 
2. You can then limit the search to one of these specific groups.   

20.7 Feed Curves 

 
This option allows you to set feed curves for cows from within MISTRO 
Farm 5.  Consult your MISTRO Shed or MISTRO Feed manual for 
more details. 
 

20.8 Current Feed 

 
This option displays the current feed for a cow in MISTRO Farm 5.  
Consult your MISTRO Shed or MISTRO Feed manual for more details. 
 

20.9 Feed Changes 

 
This option displays the feed changes for a cow in MISTRO Farm 5.  
Consult your MISTRO Shed or MISTRO Feed manual for more details. 
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20.10 Feed Totals 

 
 

20.11 Update Feed Statistics 

 
This option recalculates your feed curves and statistics based on the 
production figures received in your last herd test report.  It also 
recalculates your feed statistics for the current lactation.  This option 
only applies if you have MISTRO Feed installed. 
 

20.12 Update Challenge Feed Targets 

 
This option updates your challenge feed targets.  This option only 
applies if you have MISTRO Feed and milk meters installed. 
 

20.13 Milk Metering 

 
This option displays milk meter statistics on cows in MISTRO Farm 5.  
Consult your MISTRO Shed or MISTRO Feed manual for more details. 
 

20.14 Update Volumes 

 
This option updates volumes as recorded by your milk meters.  This 
option only applies if you have MISTRO Feed installed, and is only 
available on selected milk meters.  Talk to MISTRO to find out more. 
 

20.15 Export Volumes For Herd Test 

 
This option exports your milk meter volumes prior to herd test.  This 
option only applies if you have MISTRO Feed installed, and is only 
available on selected milk meters.  Talk to MISTRO to find out more. 
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21 Update 
 

The Update menu contains all of the functions associated with 
manually updating some of the statistics recorded by MISTRO Farm 5. 
Generally MISTRO Farm 5 will recalculate most of these statistics as it 
goes, but there may be times when you need to recalculate them 
manually. 
 

21.1 Update BV’s 

 
This option will manually recalculate the breeding values in your herd. 
 

21.2 Last Test Update 

 
This option will manually recalculate the production indexes for every 
cow based on the results of your last recorded herd test.  Running this 
process will recalculate due to calve, withhold and dry off dates. 
 

21.3 Mating Update 

 
This option will manually recalculate mating data including due to calve 
information. 
 

21.4 PI Update 

 
This option will manually recalculate the production indexes for the last 
couple of years.  You should only ever need to use this option if you 
have manually changed the age of a cow, or the breed of a cow in your 
herd. 
 

21.5 Weights 

 
This option will manually recalculate the weight averages in your herd 
based on weight information you have entered. 
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22 Internet 
 

The Internet menu contains all of the functions associated with working 
with the internet MISTRO Farm 5. We will now explain what each of 
these options is, and how to use it. 
 

22.1 Check for data at centre 

 
Check for data at centre enables you to manually launch a data update 
from the internet.  Your MISTRO Farm Link program will normally do 
this for you automatically, but if for some reason this does not happen, 
Check for data at centre will complete this process for you manually. 
 

22.2 Send data to centre 

 
Send data to centre enables you to manually send data to your herd 
test centre.  Your MISTRO Farm Link program will normally do this for 
you automatically, but if for some reason this does not happen, Check 
for data at centre will complete this process for you manually. 
 

22.3 Full internet export 

 
Full internet export enables you to send a full backup of all of your data 
to the MISTRO server.  This data is then stored for you and can be 
restored at any time by running the Net restore command 
 

22.4 Check for program updates 

 
Check for program updates enables you to manually check for updates 
to your MISTRO Farm 5 program.  Your MISTRO Farm Link program 
will normally do this for you automatically, but if for some reason this 
does not happen, Check for program updates will complete this 
process for you manually. 
 

22.5 Net Restore 

 
Net restore is a full restore of your MISTRO Farm 5 database that your 
MISTRO program has saved to the MISTRO server.  You should only 
use this function if you have lost all of your MISTRO Farm 5 data and 
you have no other backup. 
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23 Customise 
 

The Customise menu contains all of the ways you can customise 
MISTRO Farm 5. We will now explain what each of these options is, 
and how to use it. 
 

23.1 Favourites 

 

Clicking on this option and placing a tick next to it will display your 
Favourites Toolbar.  Removing the tick by clicking again will cause 
your Favourites Toolbar not to be displayed. 

23.2 Report Toolbar 

 
Clicking on this option and placing a tick next to it will display your 
Report Toolbar.  Removing the tick by clicking again will cause your 
Report Toolbar not to be displayed. 
 

23.3 Bull Categories 

 
This option enables you to customise the look and feel of your bull list.  
Add or delete columns as you see fit. 

23.4 Farm IDs 

 

 
 
When you install MISTRO Farm 5 for the first time, a farm will be 
created. Farms are identified by a code name or number. This is the 
code used at your herd recording centre to identify your property. You 
will usually only have a single farm entered in the farm grid at the top 
left of the view.  
 
At this stage you will need to check any information that has already 
been loaded and enter further details about your farm, its irrigation 
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supplies and its paddocks.  To edit any of these details click on the 
farm in the list and click Edit. 
 

23.5 Feed Types 

 
This option enables you to add, edit or delete feed types.  Enter the 
name, description, unit of feed, kilos for each unit, dry matter and 
digestibility of each feed you give to your herd.  You can then keep 
track of this information in your diary, or if using the MISTRO Feed 
automatic feeding program this will form the basis of your feeding 
regime. 
 

23.6 Female Categories 

 
This option enables you to customise the look and feel of your cow list.  
Add or delete columns as you see fit. 
 

23.7 Herd Feed Groups 

 
Any cow any MISTRO Farm 5 can be allocated to a Herd Feed Group.  
To set the names for your herd feed groups click Add on the Herd 
Feed Groups form and enter whatever name you choose to give your 
Herd Feed Group.  You then allocate the amount of feed required for 
each group from each feed head. 
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You can also use Herd Feed Groups to separate cows in your herd.  
For example, this might be useful if you allocate autumn calving cows 
to herd group number 1, and spring calving cows to herd group number 
2. You can then limit the search to one of these specific groups.   

23.8 Herd IDs 

 

 
 
The Herd Id‟s section displays information on your own herd, and any 
other herd which you have transferred animals to or from. 

23.9 Expand EID’s 

 
Expand EID‟s alters previously recorded EID‟s  to 982 xxx format in 
MISTRO database to enable future interaction with NLIS database. 

23.10 Restore Defaults 

 
Clicking this option returns MISTRO Farm 5 back to it‟s program 
defaults. 

23.11 Setup 

 
The setup button allows you to specify a number of variables that 
control the operation of the program. The most important of these 
identifies your herd‟s ID (this enables the program to locate this herd as 
the preferred option without you having to continually enter it), and its 
preferred dry period.  If your internet connection utilises a proxy server 
then it is here that you enter this information. 
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24 News 
 

News gives you the latest news on the program.  This generally 
contains any changes which have been made to the program from 
version to version. 
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25 Tidy Up 
 

Tidy Up enables you to dismiss windows you are no longer using in 
MISTRO Farm 5.  As MISTRO Farm 5 is a windowed application this 
means you can operate multiple windows at once.  To get rid of all 
windows other than the one you are working on you simply press the 
Tidy Up button. 
 
 

26 MISTRO Farm Internet Link 
 

The MISTRO Farm 5 Internet Link is a small utility program which runs 
in the system tray of your computer (the bottom right hand corner, near 
the clock) and helps keep your computer up to date with the latest 
versions of MISTRO Farm 5 as well as sending backups of your data to 
the MISTRO server.   
 

 
 

MISTRO Farm Internet Link icon 
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The MISTRO Farm 5 Internet Link will also automate the process of 
sending and receiving your herd test data.  When you log on to the 
internet the Link program checks the server for any data updates for 
your herd.  If there are updates then they are downloaded and installed 
on your computer ensuring you have the latest data at all times.  You 
do not need to have the MISTRO program open for this interchange of 
data to occur.  As long as you are connected to the internet, the Farm 
Internet Link program will operate. 
 
You can view information in your internet link program by displaying its 
menu.  To do this click on its icon to display the menu. 

 

 
 
Show details will launch a screen which displays the current status of your 
internet link program. 
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The Internet Link menu also gives you the option to manually send data to, or 
receive data from your herd test centre, send a copy of your last auto backup 
file, view a log of tasks your link has performed, and also test your internet 
connection. 
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